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Rom. 5: 20, 21; & 6: 12. 
that as sin hath reigned unto death, even 


“Where stn abounded, grace did much more abound: 


so might grace reign, through righteous- 


ness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord. What shall we say then? Shalt 


we continue in sin that grace may abound? 


dead to sin, live any longer therein?” 


God forbid. How shall we that are 


Me ee 


_ THe most specivus and formidable ob- 
jection which has ever been advanced a- 
gainst the doctrine of justification by faith, 
1s, that it ts unfriendly to practical mo- 
rality, and tends to licentiousness. 'This 
objection so often and so confidently 
urged, is brought before us in the pas- 
sage of scripture just recited; and I pro- 
pose, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, to 
devote the present discourse to a candid 
examination of it. That the discussion 
may be conducted with perfect fairness, 
let us before entering upon it, state dis- 
tinctly what the dectrine itself, and the 
objection to it are. 

“ The doctrine is this: —The sole ground 
of a sinner’s justification before God, is 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ imput- 
ed to him and received by faith alone. 
It is implied in this definition, that we 
are all sinners in the sight of God; that 
no works or merit of our own can enti- 
tle us to the forgiveness of our sins and 
restoration to the Divine favor; that if 
these blessings are conferred upon us at 
all, it must be exclusively through the 
imputation of the Redeemer’s righteous- 
ness to us; and that all to whom this 





righteousness is imputed or reckoned, 
are thereby and from thenceforth releas- 
ed from the curse of the law and made 
heirs of eternal life. 

The objection may be stated in this 
form:—The doctrine before us impairs 
the obligations to holiness of life, bee 
cause it represents our justification as 
depending wholly upon the merits of 
another being, Excluding entirely, as 
it does, persona! or inherent righteous- 
ness from the ground of our acceptance 
with God, while at the same time it can- 
cels in respect to every believing sinner 
the penalty of the law, its tendency must 
be to encourage men in the indulgence 
of corrupt passions, and in the formation 
of debasing habits. 

I shall attempt, after making a few 
preliminary observations, to prove that 
this objection is unfounded; and that the 
doctrine of justification by faith guards 
the interests of morality more effectually 
than any other scheme of justification, 
and tends more powerfully to promote 
purity of heart and life. { remark, 

Ist. That the doctrine wn question ap- 
pears to be very clearly taught in the 
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Scriptures.—There are many significant 
intimations respecting it in the Old Tes- 
tament; and we learn from the 11th ch. 
of the Ep. to Hebrews, that the saints 
under that dispensation were justified by 
faith, and not by works. The New ‘Tes- 
tament is filled with the subject. Ex- 
pressions like these abound throughout 
the Episties:—*We are justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.” “Christ is made 
unto us righteousness.” “A man is jus- 
tified by faith without the deeds of the 
law.” “Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believ- 
eth.” ‘These passages, and many others 
like them, seem most explicitly to teach 
the doctrine under examination. But if 
the objection before us be valid, our in- 
terpretation of them must be altogether 
erroneous; for, however simple and ob- 
vious that interpretation may be, nothing 
is more certain than that the word of 
God inculcates no doctrine which is un- 
favorable to practical holiness. 

2dly. The preaching of this doctrine, 
hag at various times been: prominently 
connected with successful efforts for the 
elevation and extension of the church; 
and the neglect of it has marked the sea- 
sons of her decline in spirituality and 
purity. To notice one decisive illustra- 
tion:—In the centuries which preceded 
the Reformation, while the church of 
Rome held undisputed sway over the 
temporal and eternal interests of the ci- 
vilized world, this doctrine, though not 
actually expunged from the public creeds 
and confessions, was corrupted and per- 
verted, as to retain little or nothing of its 
true nature. While justification was 
nominally ascribed to Christ, it was really 
(asin that church it still is) founded upon 
the sinner’s own merits—upon his pray- 
ers, and penances, and confessions. and 
more than all, upon the pecuniary favors 
which he bestowed upon a profligate 
priesthood. And the very period at 
which this ruinous heresy was the most 
diligently fostered and diffused, is by 
common consent designated as the “dark 
ages.” On the other hand, when Luther 
arose, no means which he employed was 
more potent in the refutation of error 
and the renovation of the church, than 
the faithful and continued exhibition of 
the doctrine of [ree justification through 
the imputed righteousness of Christ. 
Enlightened from above, he discovered 
this doctrine beneath the rubbish of 
Popish ceremonies and superstitions— 
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dages—and boldly proclaimed in every 
sermon, discussion, and tract, that the 
exclusive ground on which a sinner 
could be justified was the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ. W ith the conquest which 
he by this instrument achieved over 
heresy and sin, your are all familiar. 
Other kindred facts might be cited, would 
the time permit. 

Srdly. If the doctrine ttself can lay 
claim to high antiquity, so may the ob- 
jection.—The language of the text seems 
to imply, that this very argument was 
urged against the Apostle, in the early 
publication of the Gospel. ‘What shall 
we say then?” He asks; shall we con- 
tinue in sin, that grace may abound?— 
Because, “where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound.” Shall we there- 
fore cast off all restraint, in order that 
grace may be more gloriously magnifi- 
ed in the pardon of our aggravated 
crimes? 

Without’ dweliing at present upon the 
Apostle’s answer, it may be well to ob- 
serve, that the very statement of the 
objection in this passage, evinces that 
the doctrine of justification by faith is 
actually taught here: For the objection 
lies only against the view of the doctrine 
for which we contend; and there, as will 
be shown hereafter, it is without any 
foundation. 

4thly. Once more, it is obviously right 
that on reasoning on this subject, we 
should have an exclusive reference to 
those persons who receive or defend the 
doctrine of justification by faith, as ut ws 
really taught in ihe Bible. 

It would be easy to sustain the most 
formidable objections to the doctrine if, 
in stating it, its very nature should be 
changed; or if the arguments against it 
were founded on the conduct of those 
who while embracing it in name, deny 
it in fact. ‘That this or any other fun- 
damental doctrine of the scriptures may 
be perverted and abused, no intelligent 
Christian will deny. ‘That this has ac- 
tually been done in the case before us, is 
evident from the Epistle of the Apostle 
Jude, in which he says: “It was needful 
for me to write to you, aud to exhort 
you to contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints; for there 
are certain men crept in unawares, who 
were before ordained to this condemna- 
tion, ungodly men, turning the grace of 
God into lasciviousness.” And the his- 
tory of the church, as well as personal 





tore from it all its contaminating appen- 


observation show, that this sin was not 
peculiar to the early days of Christianty. 
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But in order to found an argument on 
these facts, it is necessary to prove that 
the individuals chargeable with this con- 
duct did siftcerely hold the precise doc- 
trine of justification as laid down by the 
sacred writers. For, it is self-evident, 
that where a doctrine or system is not 
clearly apprehended and heartily em- 
braced, the life or practice of an indivi- 
dual furnishes no test of its excellence. 


With these preliminary observations, 
I proceed now to show that the doctrine 
of free justification through the imputed 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, tends not 
to encourage licentiousness, but to pro- 
mote personal holiness. 


1. 1 appeal confidently to facts in sup- 
port of this proposition. 

It has been already intimated that a 
faithful exhibition of this doctrine and 
the culpable neglect of it, have respec- 
tively characterized periods of purity 
and corruption, of prosperity and decay, 
in the history of the church. This cir- 
cumstance, without being decisive in 
regard to the question at issue, aflords 
strong presumptive evidence in support 
of the ground which we have taken. 


If, again, we appeal to the Biographi- 
cal Sketches of eminent Christians— 
persons admitted on all hands to have 
made rare attainments in holiness—we 
shall be led to the same result. When, 
for example, has the world beheld a 
more illustrious exhibition of the spirit 
and principles of the Gospel, than is to 
be found in the life and character of the 
Apostle Paul? When has an individual 
devoted himself so unreservedly to the 
cause of pure religion—made so many 
sacrifices for the welfare of his fellow- 
men—and toiled with such unwearied 
assiduity to build up the church and ad- 
vance the Redeemer’s kingdom? When 
has aman, in the temper of his mind 
and in his habitual conduct, in his public 
and private capacity, and in all his per- 
sonal and relative duties, approached 
more nearly to that model of perfect ex- 
cellence which is placed before us in the 
scriptures? And yet, if ever a man re- 
nounced all dependence upon his own 
works, and expected salvation solely 
through the imputed righteousness of 
Christ, that man was this distinguished 
Apostle. Listen to his language: “ [ am 
crucified with Christ; nevertheless, I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; 
and the life which I now iive in the flesh, 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
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lloved me and gave himself for me.”* 


“God forbid that | should glory save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”’f 
That I “may be found in Christ, not 
having mine own righteousness which is 
of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.’}—Those who 
are familiar with the lives of eminent 
saints, will recognize in these expres- 
sions a brief epitome of the testimony of 
them all. 

And if from these records of the hearts 
these published details of private reli- 
gious experience—we advert to living 
Witnesses, we shall only find a confirma- 
tion of the position which we are aiming 
to establish. Conceding that there are 
unsound professors in every church, and 
that no Christian comes fully up to the 
standard of excellence at which he aims, 
we may safely inquire, whether the in- 
dividuals, as a body, who rest their hope 
of eternal life entirely on the merits of 
the Redeemer, and utterly disclaim all 
personal holiness as the ground of their 
acceptance with God, are not as circum- 
spect in their deportment, as honest in 
their business, as attentive to their pub- 
lic and domestic duties, and as useful in 
society, as anv class of men whatever? 
Do they not, as a general thing, take a 
more active part than others, in devising 
and promoting plans for the benefit of 
mankind, in sustaining the means of 
grace, in causing the scriptures to be 
circulated, and in aiding by the contri- 
butions, efforts, and prayers, to evange- 
lize the heathen world? In every con- 
troversy between virtue and vice, or 
holiness and sin, are they not found ar- 
rayed on the right side—the efficient 
friends of social order and moral purity, 
the decided opposers of licentiousness in 
all its forms? 

Satisfied that these questions admit of 
but a single reply, the advocates of the 
doctrine of justification as presented in 
the standards of our church, might here 
rest their cause: But it may not be un- 
profitable.to meet and repel the objec- 
tion before us in another way—by ap- 
pealing, not as has now been done, to 
the actual eflects of the doctrine, but to 
its own nature. It will not be difficult 
to show from this source, that its appro- 
priate tendency is not, and cannot be 





* Gal. 2. 20. 
+ Gal. 6. 14. 
t+ Phil. 3. 9. 
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unfavorable to virtue. I remark, there- 
fore, 

Qdly. That so far is this method of 
justification from relaxing the bonds of 
moral obligation, that it is the declared 
purpose of God in thus justifying men to 
establish and confirm them in personal 
holiness.—This is implied in the words 
of the text. It is there stated, that 
“where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound,” but that while “grace 
reigned,” it “reigned through righte- 
ousness, unto eternal life.” Although a 
remedial system has been introduced in 
order to counteract the debasing influ- 
ences of sin, it harmonizes perfectly with 
the requisitions of the law. One jot or 
tittle of it is net suspended or annulled. 
However disarmed of its penalty as re- 
spects the believing sinner, it retains 
and must ever retain its entire suprema- 
cy asa rule of duty. But the text is 
still more explicit on this point. “What 
shall we say, then?” Asks the inspired 
writer. Whatinference are we to draw 
from this doctrine? ‘Shall we continue 
in sin, that grace may abound?” His 
reply to this presumed objection, is very 

inted and very instructive. God for- 

id. How shall we, that are dead to 
sin, live any longer therein?” He al- 
ludes here to a fact, which, if generally 
known and admitted, would forever si- 
lence the objection to which he was re- 
plying, and which is now under consi- 
deration. Those who ascribe to the 
doctrine of justification by faith a demo- 
ralizing tendency, must either be igno- 
rant of the fact here referred to, or else 
they very disingenuously overlook it. 
That fact is this; that although men are 
justified solely on account of imputed 
righteousness, yet regeneration does in 
every wstance accompany justification. 
They are so closely connected, that we 
can only separate them in thought; the 
history of the whole world would not 
furnish a single case in which they have 
been dissociated in fact. “Whom He 
justified, them He also sanctified.” Eve- 
ry human being who is made legally 
righteous, becomes at the same time in- 
herently righteous or holy; but his in- 
herent holiness constitutes in no degree 
the meritorious cause of his justifica- 
tion. 

To this important fact the Apostle al- 
ludes, when he asks with so much em- 
phasis, “How shall we that are dead 
unto sin, live any longer therein?” The 
believer is emancipated from the thral- 
dom of sin; it no longer has dominion 
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over him; his corrupt passions and lusts 
are in a measure crucified; so that he 
may fitly be said to be dead unto sin. 
And how it is possible for one who is 
thus dead to sin, to live in the practice 
of it? ‘The very idea involves an absur- 
dity; for the language of the Apostle 
implies, that ifa man be not “dead unto 
sin,” he is not justified. 

Another testimony to this point may 
be found in 

“Eph. 1. $, 4.” 

It is here asserted, that the express 
object for which men are ordained to 
eternal life (and of course for which they 
are justified) is, that they “may be holy, 
and without blame before God in love.” 

Another striking passage on this sub- 
ject may be found in 

“Titus 2: 11, 14.” 

These various statements show, that 
the very purpose which the Almighty 
proposes to accomplish by the method of 
justification through the imputed righte- 
ousness of Christ, is to secure the per- 
sonal holiness of all who are thus par- 
doned and saved. 

S. The futility of the objection under 
consideration may be further seen, by 
adverting to the feelings and views of 
the sinner at the time of his justification. 

[t is assumed in the objection, that no 
change takes place in the believer’s cha- 
racter; that pardon is freely extended to 
all who express a speculative assent to 
the doctrines of the Bible; and that an 
individual is just as strongly disposed to 
sin subsequently, as he was prior to his 
justification. ‘These errors will be ree- 
tified by a little attention to the state of 
mind invariably connected with this 
transaction. 

(1.) The person who relies upon the 
merits of Christ for justification, must 
be convinced of the guilt and danger of 
sin. This is evident from the fact, that 
nothing but such a conviction can lead 
men to acquiesce in this method of sal- 
vation. They will not consent to be 
saved through the mere mercy of ano- 
ther Being, and that Being the God 
whom they have grossly offended, until 
fully persuaded that they must do this 
or perish. And this persuasion is forced 
upon their minds by a discovery of the 
holiness and spirituality of that law, 
which they have daily and hourly vio- 
lated; for “by the law is the knowledge 
of sin.” As the law is the rule of duty, 
it is of course the test by which all our 
actions are to be tried. While men are 





ignorant of the extent and excellence of 
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its requirements, it is natural that they 
should disregard its claims and despise 
its threatenings. And on this account 
it is, that the great mass of men are so 
composed in the practice of sin, and so 
heedless of their immortal interests. But 
when the Holy Spirit reveals to them 
the true nature of the Divine law, and 
holds it vefore them, until like a mirror 
it reflects all the dark features of their 


characters, and the deep depravity of 


their hearts; the false peace in which 
they had been reposing, yields to salu- 
tary alarm, and sell-complacence is suc- 
ceeded by self-condemnation. ‘They dis- 
cover that the record of their lives is 
only a record of sin; that they have 
broken a most wise, equitable, and right- 
eous law; that they have insulted and 
provoked a God, as well of infinite puri- 
ty and benevolence, as of unhbending 
rectitude and truth; that they have per- 
sisted in sin in contempt of the most 
powerful and affecting motives; that all 
the sins of all their past years are re- 
membered on high, and unless the guilt 
of them be removed, must inevitably 
sink them to a state of remediless mise- 
ry; and that this doom, however terrible, 
would be but the just desert of their 
conduct. They are ready to confess 
themselves as unclean, guilty, lost. The 
sentence which the law passes upon 
them, is ratified by the decisions of their 
own consciences; and they have no hope 
of pardon, except through the unmerited 
mercy ef God. 

Now, it is rational to suppose, that if 
the Almighty should condescend to for- 
give the sins of a person in this state of 
mind, and to receive him into his friend- 
ship, by imputing to him the righteous- 
ness of Christ, it would have the effect 
to encourage him insin and to make him 
more unmindful than ever of the claims 
of virtue? In order to maintain this 
view, it must be proved that all his 
confessions of guilt are mere hypocrisy; 
that he is not humbled on account of his 
sins, and has no desire to be released 
from their control. But it is utterly im- 
possible that these things should be 
proved; for, however the hypocrite may 
impose on man, his whole heart is search- 
ed by the eye of Omniscience, and no 
hypocrite can be justified in his sight. 
It is only the really convinced and peni- 
tent sinner whois “justified through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus:” and 
every such sinner seéks to be pardoned, 
not that he may continue in sin, but that 
he may be delivered from sin, both as 
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to its condemning and its polluting pow- 
er. Look for example at the case of the 
jailer of Philippi. This man, says the 
narrative, sprang into the prison, “and 
came trembling, and fell down before 
Paul and Silas, and brought them out 
and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?’”’ Would any one infer from this 
account, that this man would be dispos- 
ed on receiving a gratuitous pardon, to 
return at once to the course of life which 
he had just abandoned? It is to be re- 
membered that when men seek to be 
saved, it is to be saved from sin: Itis 
sin alone which exposes them to the 
wrath of God, and which jeopards their 
immortal interests; and the Bible in- 
structs them, that “he that committeth 
sin fi. e. habitually] is of the devil,” and 
has no right to consider himself as an 
heir ofsalvation. It is utterly unreasone- 
able, therefore to affirm, that those who 
have obtained forgiveness through the 
merits of Christ, will again voluntarily 
expose themselves to the tremendous 
perils from which they have once escap- 
ed—not to add as another adequate rea- 
son why this will not happen, that the 
grace of God will, according to His pro- 
mise, effectually prevent such an apos- 
tacy. Sik 

(2.) Again, the individual who 1s jus- 
tified through the merits of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, has at the time a distinct ap- 

. ) 
prehension of the Redeemer’s character 
and offices. 

Without this, he cannot intelligently 
rely upon Him for salvation; and with 
it, he cannot easily continue in the prace 
tice of sin. For he sees in the work of 
redemption an unrivalled display of the 
Divine love and mercy. Although the 
heavens are garnished with beauty and 
the earth is filled with blessings, al- 
though every hour comes to us laden 
with the bounties. of Providence, and 
every year is crowned with the tokens 
of his loving kindness, the cross of Christ 
alone gives form and substance to the 
sublime truth that ‘God is love.” 

There too the returning sinner beholds 
a most impressive exhibition of the holi- 
ness and justice of the Almighty. All 
the inspired representations concerning 
the purity of the Divine nature, and the 
inflexible purpose of the Deity to exe- 
cute in every case the penalty of his 
righteous law, assume a solemn and sig- 
nificant import in the light of this great 
transaction. For if God “spared not his 
only begotten Son,” but freely offered 
Him up as an atoning sacrifice in our 
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stead, where at the last day “shall the{and ruinous a thing is sin; how vile is 
ungodly and the sinner appear?” his own heart; how aggravated are his 
Again, the believer contemplates injoffences; how deeply he needs to be 
the death of Christ, an unequalled mani-|sprinkled with the atoning blood of 
festation of the condescension, tenderness,| Christ. 
and compassion of God. Now the question before us is, whe- 
That the Creator of all things should|ther an individual thus situated, with 
stoop to enter a world which he had|these views of the cross of Christ, as ex- 
made, and whose inhabitants had re-|hibiting the love of mercy, the holiness 
belled against Him; that he should enterjand justice of God; the unlimited com- 
it, not as a lawegiver and sovereign, but|passion and condescension of the Re- 
as one of the humblest of its people; that}deemer, and the infinite evil of sin, will 
he should consent for more than thirty}be disposed to regard the pardon which 
years to dwell there; that he should de-|he receives through this very sacrifice, 
vote Himself with untiring diligence,jas a license for sinful indulgence? Sure- 
and at great sacrifice of personal com-|ly, the affirmative of this question can- 
fort and enjoyment to the promotion of|not be maintained by any man who is 
human happiness; that he should perse-|not utterly ignorant of the power of mo- 
vere in this work, in opposition to ihe|tives as influencing human feeling and 
most bitter hatred, and the most malig-|conduct. But in order to place the sub- 
nant persecution on the part of the very|ject in a still elearer light, let us notice 
nation for whose benefit He toiled, andjanother characteristic of the sinner’s 
prayed, and suffered; and that he should|state at the time of his justification. 
at length close his career of pain and] (3.) An individual in the circumstan- 
trial, but of unbounded beneficence and|ces mentioned, has not only a conviction 
love, by submitting to an ‘gnominiousjof the guilt and danger of sin, and a dis- 
death:—Is it not strange? Is it not won-|tinct apprehension of the character and 
derful? And is the sinner who has just|sufferings of Christ, with the truths ex- 
sat beneath the cross and gazed uponjhibited therein, but it is necessarily in- 
the agorized countenance, and listened|cluded in his justification, that he renoun- 
to the piereing groans of his expiring|ces every other dependence, and relies 
Lord; is he the impious wretch to platjexclusively upon the merits of the Sa- 
again the crown of thorns and 1o shout,|viour for acceptance with God. 
“Crucify Him,” “Crucify Him.” The exercise of faith is indispensible 
Once more this scene reveals to the|in every case of justification. But it is 
forgiven offender, the infinite evil of sin.|impossible for men to exercise faith in 
The scene itself, overwhelming as it is|Christ as long as they depend for salva- 
in interest, derives nearly all its interest|tion upon any merits or deeds of their 
from this fact. Does the Son of Godjown: Nay, such is the depravity of the 
enter our world? Is it because sin had|heart, that they will not fly to their Re- 
entered it before him. Does he find it a}deemer until the sole alternative is vivid- 
world in ruins? Sin has transformed anjly presented to their minds of doing that 
Eden into a desert. Is he received withjor losing their souls. ‘The very act 
cold indifference or bitter enmity? Is he|therefore of relying upon Christ, pre- 
reviled, insulted, scourged? Is he appre-|supposes in every instance a solemn 
hended on false charges, accused byjconviction on the part of the individual 
perjured witnesses, condemned by ajconcerned, of his guilty and ruined condi- 
judge who in the very same breath as-|tion. He comes as a suppliant to implore 
serts his innocence, invested with the|mercy. He comes as a criminal to sue 
robes of mock-royalty, and finally led|for pardon. He comes as a rebel to la 
forth to crucifixion, and taunted, andjdown his arms, and submit implicitly to 
jeered even in his dying hour? Sin alone|the will of his sovereign. He comes, re- 
is the cause of this daring insolence, thisjalizing in a painful degree, that he has 
gross impiety, this fiendish cruelty. And{destroyed himself, and that it would be 
it is not sin as a mere abstraction—it|just in God to consign him to the fearful 
was not the sin of angels—it was not thejretributions of his righteous law. Surely, 
sin of Adam, or of former generations,|there is nothing in this state of mind 
merely—but it is our sins, in their pro-|which is likely to lead to licentious con- 
portion, which have crucified the Lord|duct. 
of glory. And this truth the pardoned] In this very state of mind, the Sa- 
sinner feels, even though pardoned. For|viour condescends to receive him. On 
it is not till then that he sees how base'the part of God, the penitent and believ- 
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ing sinner is freely justified and admitted 
to the endless enjoyment of his favour: 
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wise enter into the New Jerusalem an 
thing that defileth or a maketh a lie.” It 


On the part of the individual, there is|purifies and elevates the affections; by 


the exercise of strong confidence in 


presenting before them the most exalted 


Christ, accompanied with ardent grati—jand glorious objects in the universe. It 
tude for his mercies, supreme love forjopens in the heart a well-spring of gra- 


his character, and an entire consecra- 


titude; by revealing the adorable Son of 


tion to his service. Will the gratuitous}God as the atoning sacrifice by which 


forgiveness of a person under these cir- 
cumstances tend to encourage him in 


pardon and blessedness are purchased 
for the guilty. It calls into exercise eve- 


sin, and to diminish his. sense of moraljry noble and generous feeling of the soul; 


obligation? [s itso, that the appropriate 
tendency of the bestowment of great 
favors upon an individual, is to arouse 


by disclosing the worth and magnitude 
of those imperishable treasures which 
the Saviour is reserving for those that 


his hostility towards his patron? It is|love him. And it secures the personal 


not doubted, that this result has some- 
times followed such an act, but is this 
its tendency—is this its legitimate fruit 
But even it the reply to this inquiry were 
different from what it must be, the argu- 
ment before us would be equally valid. 
For it will be perceived, that there are 
inseparably connected with the justifica- 


holiness and faithful obedience of the 
forgiven sinner; by making works of 
piety and grace the evidence and the test 
ofa justifying faith—Who, then, shall 
maintain that this doctrine is not accord- 
ing to godliness? Who shall ascribe to 
it a demoralizing tendency? Not he who 
has diligently perused the Scriptures? 


tion of an individual, certain feelings and| Not he who has read the history of the 


affections which, as long as Divine grace 
Shall enable him to keep them in exer- 
cise, render it morally impossible that 
he should be disposed to live in sin. Can 


Church? Not he who has wept in peni- 
tential sorrow at the foot of the cross? 
Not he who, casting away the defaced 
and tattered garments of his own righte- 


he whose‘heart is swelling with grati-jousness, has cast himself an unworthy 


tude in the recollection of unnumbered 
mercies, deliberately resist the authority 
and abuse the compassion of his bene- 
factor? Can he who loves the Lord Je- 
sus Christ with a supreme, undying af- 
fection, voluntarily pursue a course 
which will crucify his Master afresh, and 
put Him to an open shame? Can he 
who in dependence upon his covenant- 
keeping God, resolves to live for the sin- 
gle purpose of promoting His glory and 
benefiting his fellow-men, find delight in 
violating the laws of his Maker, and in 
setting the salutary rules and arrange- 
ments of society at defiance? Yet, these 
extraordinary opinions must be main- 
tained by those who affirm that the doc- 
trine of justification through the imput- 
ed righteousness of Christ, is unfriendly 
to practical morality. 

he truth is, that this dectrine as ex- 
hibited in the word of God, is the most 
efficient friend and ally of virtue and 
piety. It lays the axe at the very root 
of human pride; by teaching man that 
he is utterly unable to save himself, and 
can only be pardoned through the merits 
of another Being. It annihilates the 
self-righteousness of the deceived formal 


sinner upon the mercy of God in Jesus 
Christ. No; if you will search the re- 
cords of antiquity, and find the man who 
more than all others of his race, has felt 
the utter depravity of his heart, and his 
absolute dependence upon the blood of 
Christ for pardon; you will have found 
the man who, more than all others has 
been conscientious, humble, diligent, and 
holy, in all the duties and relations of 
life. For the direct and appropriate in- 
fluence of the doctrine is to eradicate all 
immorality ftom the life; to adorn the 
character with those gifts and graces 
which bloom in perfection in the Para- 
dise of God; and so to assimilate man to 
the pure image of his Maker, that though 
a dwelier upon earth, he shall seem to 
every eye to be a denizen of heaven. 


‘For the Baltimore Literary and Religious Ma- 
gazine. 

THE CELIBACY OF THE ROM- 
ISH CLERGY. 


(FROM THE GERMAN.) 


Wuen the Lord and maker of the 
world created one man and one woman, 
he designed that they should live in so- 


ist; by declaring to him, that “by thejcial union for the propagation of the hu- 





works of the law no flesh shall be justi-/man family. If, for his own honor and 
fied.” It rebukes licentiousness; by say-|service, or for any other object, he had 
ing to the sinner, that “there shall in nol designed to have beings, which should 
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not propagate, he would have created 
eunuehs and prevented increase. As he 
did not do that, it is sufficient proof, that 
he is not a friend of such unnatural 
a The principal argument, which 
the defenders of the celibacy of the Rom- 
ish clergy employ, is this; that by the 
command of chastity the Priests are bet- 
ter qualified for the performance of the 
church service, and being on that ac- 
count, unincumbered with the anxieties 
of the world, they can devote themselves 
more exclusively to the duties of their 
office. Collateral arguments are, that no 
person could confess to married priests, 
that they would be too much engaged 
in the business of ordinary life, &c. &c. 
That all these arguments are founded 
on prejudice, ambition and selfishness, 
need scarcely be mentioned. But we will 
for once grant, that by inviolable chas- 
tity, a clereyman receives true dignity 
and respect in the eyes of God and man; 
yet, now we willask: How many Priests 
really are there, and have there been, 
who have strictly obeyed this command 
of chastity so directly opposed to nature? 
How many have not by abominable con- 
cubinage, by licentiousness of everv kind, 
by the most unnatural lewdness, pre- 
sented a most shameful and execrable 
spectacle before God and man? How 
many have not already mounted the 
scaffold, for murdering the wretches 
they seduced, and the fruits of their illi- 
cit intercourse? Have not most monas- 
teries been the places of the most loath- 
some licentiousness and hot-beds of most 
filthy sensuality? He who has the slight- 
est acquaintance with the history of mo- 
nachism knows the truth of these asser- 
tions; and Spain, Portugal, and a part of 
Italy, where frequently the offender and 
the absolving Priest are one and the 
same person, aflord sufficient proof of 
what is so generally known, that allu- 
sions to it are sung without fear in the 
songs of the common people. Gregory 
VII, (Hildebrand,) whose only aim it 
was to extend the dominion of the Rom- 
ish church, or rather that of the Pope’s, 
and his own as far as possible over the 
whole world, and to make the church 
and her servants not only free from all 
influence of worldly governments, but 
to make the latter as much as _ possible 
dependent on the government of the 
church,—it was this ambiticus, crowned 
Priest who introduced the celibacy of 
the Romish clergy, and for this purpose 
he often employed the most cruel seve- 
rity. He did this to render the clergy 
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more independent of all governments, 
and thus more dependent on the chair of 
St. Peter, to which he paved the way 
by that celebrated decree, which he issu- 
ed in 1075, and in which he forbid the 
laity of whatever character on pain of 
excommunication, to grant an investi- 
ture to the Priests, and forbid the latter 
on pain of ejection from office, to accept 
of it. 

It is true, that the celibacy of Priests 
and Monks was introduced before Gre- 
gory, and partly from tradition and 
partly from superstition, was regarded 
in many countries as more holy than 
matrimony, but yet it was the ambitious 
Gregory who first made celibacy a con- 
detio sine qua non for a Romish Priest, 
inasmuch as at the council of 1074, he 
ordered that all married Priests, of whom 
until that time, there was a great num- 
ber, who would read mass, hear confes- 
sion, or perform other official services, 
as well as the laymen who attended them, 
should be excommunicated. ‘This order 
was most violently opposed by many of 
the clergy, and it was often carried to 
such an extent, that Bishops who were 
to publish the decree, were frequently in 
danger of being stoned by the clergy 
themselves. This command was often 
violated, and in the 15th century many 
Priests were married, and after Luther 
said, that he was not made either of 
wood or of stone, and entered the matri- 
monial state in 1525, most of the evan- 
gelical clergy imitated his example.— 
Even in 1521 another monk, the Provost 
of Kermberg, set the example. It is 
indeed ridiculous to believe, that celiba- 
cy, which with few exceptions is not 
maintained inviolable, bestows a higher 
dignity on men, and is an evidence of 
virtue; on the other hand, an upright 
father of a family, who in his children is 
raising up useful citizens for the state, is 
a thousand times more worthy of respect, 
than an idle, voluptuous so called coslt- 
bitair, who at the same time is necessa- 
rily a man of most intolerable selfishness. 
The supreme head of the Romish church 
should rather abolish that unnatural con- 
dition of the Romish clergy; because, at 
the present day, besides the ostensible 
reason, that the unmarried Priest is bet- 
ter qualified for his office—the true rea- 
son, which is, to make the Priest altoge- 
ther dependent on the chair of Peter, 
and to establish more firmly the tempo- 
ral dominion of the Pope, is no longer 
in force, inasmuch as the governments 
themselves, as the Spanish and Portu- 
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guese, make no scruple, in apprehending|tion, shall have his own wife; when it is 
and punishing Priests, who rather favour|said, that a Bishop shall be the husband 
the Romish government than their own;jof one wife, and have obedient children; 
thus giving them practical evidence, that|when, finally, the prohibition to marry, 
they must conform to the law of thelis called a doctrine of devils; who 
land. Besides this, it would be the means|can doubt, that marriage is allowed te 
of upholding the sinking power of the] Priests. 
Vatican a little longer, for the time is} 2, The Prophets Isaiah, Ezekiel, and 
not far distant, when the Romishclergy|Moses were miarried,—Peter, whose 
in many countries will enter the holy|successor the Pope pretends to be, was 
state of matrimony, which the law of|married; and Paul claims for himself and 
Christ does not forbid, and which they|the other apostles, the right of leading 
can be authorized to do by the govern-jabout with them a Christian wife. 
ment, and by which at the same time} 93. To this let it be added, that their 
the last weak bond which yet holds them| vocation did not hinder them from being 
to Rome, will be dissolved. Every thing|married, for the labours of an apostle 
in its time. ‘There is a fearfnl abyss be-|with respect to extent and difficulties, 
tween Gregory VII. and Gregory XVI.,jare not to be compared with the office 
and what was then plausible, is now un-|/of a Christian teacher of the present day. 
tenable and unreasonable in every re-}And is it enough that they taught one 
spect, and the most uncultivated coun-|thing and practised another. Or did 
tryman despises and satirizes the Priest]they ‘not rather operate more success- 
who eats at the same table with his cook, |fully by example than by doctrine, and 
instead of supporting an honest house-|show by their example, that a man could 
wife, and ridicules the ponderous paunch) faithfully perform the duties of his office, 
of the sacerdotal voluptuary. Celibacy|and yet be a good husband and:a good 
in our day, is only calculated toexert an| father, manage his domestic affairs well, 
evil influence on religion, and to awakenjand bring up obedient children. Does 
and promote every species of irreligion.}matrimony degrade them? How can any 
Hence, it is highly necessary, that 1t be|thing degrade a man, which he has been 
abolished as soon as possible. commanded to do by his Creator?——— 
We quote the following from a little|/Is not a Priest a man who is entitled to 
work of Dr. Hurlebusch, entitled “Thejevery domestic felicity like other men? 
right and duty of a monarch to abolish|Is he not subject to sickness, in which he 
the Papal prohibition of priestly matri-|needs faithful and tender nursing? Is he 
mony.” not subject to all human faults, infirmi- 
Matrimony was established by God;}ties and inclinations? Why force him to 
‘to avoid fornication, says Paul, leteve-jhave all his domestic concerns superin- 
ry man have his own wile, and let every|tended by hirelings, to have none but 
woman have her own husband.” It is}such around him in his sickness, and in 
the only means appointed by God forjthe hour of death? And is it possible for 
the propagation of the human family, the|him to pursue his official duties uninter- 
must powerful support of morality, of]ruptediy? Does he not require recrea- 
order and peace in the state; it unitesjtion? But where does a man find the 
the citizen to his country, stronger thanjpurest and most dignified recreation? 
any other bond, and decides his domestic] No where, but in his library, and in his 
peace, the happiness and prosperity of|family, where exhausted by labour, he 
his life; it is the basis of the welfare both|can recover his energies by innocent 
of the earth and of heaven; it is the most}amusement, or paternal instruction.— 
honorable that can take place upon|Why deny this christian, beneficial re- 
earth; in the bible, the happiness of that|creation to the teacher of religion? Why 
man is praised, to whom God has giver}force him to employ other means far less 
a virtuous wife. Every one, whose health|becoming the man and the Christian? 
and circumstances allow it, has a right}Why harden his heart against all the 
to matrimony. tender endearments and sympathies of 
1. Priests are not excluded; because, }life?” 
God has no where made them an excep-}| How much sin and licentiousness does 
tion, but has expressly allowed them to|not the compulsory celibacy of the clergy 
marry. For when Moses directs whatloccasion? I pass over what is said in 
kinds of persons the Priests shall marry;|the Augsburg Confession and other writ- 
—when, according to Paul, every man|ings on this subject, but will only remind 
(of course the Priest,) to avoid fornica-'the reader how very severe the condem- 
30 
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nation of the scriptures are of lewdness, 
and adultery. Why then lead the teach- 
ers of religion into temptation? Why 
give occasion to the practice of these 
abominable vices? and that too, by a 
church which claims to be the only one 
in which men can be saved! 

He who considers these things, can- 
not possibly sanction thg forced celibacy 
of the clergy. He who confesses with 
Paul, “I see another law in my members 
warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin”’—and with John, “if we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us,’—who 
would choose a condition of life, in which 
he would be so fiercely assailed by temp- 
tation. How many an excellent teacher 
must not the church be deprived of on 
this account! J. G. M. 


ee 
THE QUESTION STATED: 
Pourricat anp Rexicrovs Romanism. 


Tuts country has never witnessed any 
impression so extensive and so profound, 
produced in so short a space of time, as 
that which, within two years, has been 
made upon the public mind respecting 
the dangers of Romanism to the nation. 
No men have ever had more reason to 
rejoice in the manly and firm discharge o 
duty, than those, who so recently, and 
so few in number, untook to sound an 
alarm to the American people on this 
subject. ‘The writings that denounced 
them are scarcely dry,—before half the 
country is moved by the voice of their 
appeal. ‘Th> calumnies heaped upon 
them, are yet trembling on the lips of 
guilty men, and struggling from a dying 
press,—while the words of a whole a- 
wakened population, and the voices of in- 
numerable books, peri and papers, 
and the echoes of hundreds of pulpits, 
declare that there was need of effort, and 
that it has been made, with the utmost 
promise of complete success. 

it would be the height of folly to pre- 
tend, that this result has been produced 
entirely by the direct efforts, made to 
awaken the country to the great and in- 
creasing evils, threatened by the Papal 
superstition to this land. Very much 
has been done, however directly in that 
way—and the result demonstrates, that 
there exists in our country a real and 
deep seated, religious public sentiment, 
which is capable of being reached, rous- 
ed, and concentrated, for the safety of 
our faith, and the advancement of our 
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Master’s cause. And Christians should 
learn to cherish this noble sentiment, to 
understand its mighty power, and to 
sustain and extend every instrument that 
is fit to foster and wield it; and amongst 
the chiefest of them ail, a free, pure, 
able, extended religious periodical press. 
What political newspapers are to the 
transient movements of parties around 
us, so might the periodical religious 
press be to the world, and the enduring 
interests of man. It needs indeed, a bet- 
ter support and a wider diffusion; and 
requires purgation—as to its own end, 
as well as its common means. But, it is 
a mighty instrument, whose power and 
value, the world has yet to learn. 

Exterior events and circumstances, 
thrown together in rapid succession; for- 
eign agitations, and movements,—ex- 
traordinary domestic developements,— 
the operation of the social elements of 
our great cities,—the progress of higher 
education in schools and colleges,—the 
contact of religious sects, and many 
causes have developed this whole Papal 
subject, with amazing rapidity and ef- 
fect. ‘The people understand in part~— 
and the demand for more light is urgent 
and insatiable. We suppose it may be 
profitable therefore, to take a bird’s-eye 
view of the real state of the question, up 
to the present moment. 

The Roman Catholic and Apostolical 
Church, as she vainly calls herself, from 
the beginning of her apostacy, has been 
totally exclusive. Hence, the foundation 
of her claims to infallibility; hence, her 
universal spirit of persecution; hence, 
the Inquisition, and the Jesuits; hence, 
the dreadful immorality of her code, and 
the unspairing brutality of her long 
course of crime. The mother and mis- 
tress of all churehes, says the creed of 
Pius IV: hence, inferred the Ruemms an- 
notators, all heretics are at once disobe- 
dient children and rebellious subjects— 
and their punishment is to be consider- 
ed like that of traitors and thieves;—and 
hence, judged the Dominican, whose 
first duty it was to be a spy on such im- 
pious a fies that sincerity, and honour, 
and faith, were idle words towards them; 
and hence, argued the Holy Tribunal of 
the Inquisition, that the double good of 
the reformation of heretics and the spread 
of the church’s pure influence might 
justify their temporal death; and last 
and just as truly from the premises, 
hence, concludes the reckless Jesuit, that 
the only service worth performing on 
earth, 1s to reduce it back again to that 
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subjection to the Vicar of Christ, which 
he who made it, ordained that it should 
bear. The very formularies of the Ro- 
man faith, make two parties of the uni- 
verse; the hierarchy, with the Pope at 
its head, on one side;—on the other, all 
mankind, that will not be their slaves. 
‘Their very creed, draws a line, deep and 
broad as the impassable gulph, between 
the world within, and the world without 
the Romish faith. All must hold that 
faith, be it what it may,—or else says 
the substitute of God, all the earth must 
die; this is the first, and is a religious 
proposition. ‘They add the second to it, 
all the world must be seduced or con- 
quered into this faith, or be cut off; this 
isa political proposition, commensurate 
with the human race, Other religions, 
may assert the first—in some qualified 


sense; but as they leave the election of 


their faith, or hell, to the free choice of 
men, states may safely listen to them all. 
This superstition alone, with inextin- 
guishable ardour, labours with a faith in 
its divine truth, practically to enlorce the 
second proposition; therefore, it only re- 
mains for mankind to become Papists-~or 
to extirpate Papism from off the face of 
the earth, or to exist in a state of cease- 
less conflict. Such is the real state of 
the case. Asa religious question, every 
man is as deeply interested in it, as he is 
in the question of being saved or damn- 
ed hereafter; for the Papists assert their 
faith to be indispensable to salvation; 
while all else believe their practices to 
be preclusive of it. As a political ques- 
tion, every man has the same interest in 
it, that he has, in being free,—being at 
peace—being the father of his own chil- 
dren—the husband of his own wife—the 
master of hisown house—the owner of his 
own estates; for all that exists of the his- 
tory of this religio-political heresy, proves 
it to be the most horrible of all tyrannies, 
and the most corrupt of all social eondi- 
tions, compatible with organised so- 
ciety. 

The faith of Rome admits of no change 
that can make any mitigation of this 
question. An infallible being cannot 
admit that he has erred. He is the same 
forever, if he be pure. Be what he may, 
what he has once done, he must forever 
defend, or cease to claim infallibility. If 
he be evil,—and what man is not?—to 
set up such a pretension, is simply to 
make it sure, that he will defend most 
tenaciously, the very worst parts of his 
conduct. If there be any infallibility 
about Rome, it lies just here; the infalli- 


ble certainty that being men her Popes 
and Councils would egregiously err, in 
a long period of time; and that having 
set up a contrary pretension, she would 
be certain tocleave the closest to her 
worst practices, and defend most intem- 
perately her wildest absurdities. And 
so it has been continually. Even when 
the reformation might have been arrest- 
ed, by timely reform—when the Pope 
inmself, strange to say, admitted that 
reform to be indispensable, and the most 
steadfast friends of Rome urged it,—the 
spirit of the hierarchy, and the deep seat- 
ed power of the principles here stated, 
defeated the good intentions of ADRIAN 
Vi. and precipited the crisis, so fatal 
to Rome. ‘That Pope, the preceptor of 
the Emperor Cuarves V, and a native 
of Germany, directed CHerecato, his 
legate to the Diet of Nuremberg, in 
1522, to admit that extraordinary and 
manifold corruptions had crept into the 
church. ‘Many abominable-things’—say 
his instructions to his legate, ‘have been 
‘committed in this holy chair for several 
‘years past.—Abuses in spiritual things, 
‘excesses in the mandates given, and in 
‘fine every thing changed for the worse. 
‘No wonder, therefore, that sickness 
‘should descend from the head to the 
‘members, from the elevated pontifis to 
‘inferior prelates. In what relates to us, 
‘you will therefore promise, that we shall 
‘do our endeavours; that our court, from 
‘which perhaps all this evil has proceed- 
‘ed, undergo a speedy reform. If corrup- 
‘tion has of late flowed from it, sound 
‘doctrine and reformation shall now pro- 
‘ceed from the same source. To this 
‘we shall account ourselves the more 
‘obliged to attend, as the whole world 
‘appears most ardently to desire the ac- 
‘complishment of such a reform. I have 
‘accepted the Pontificate, that I might 
‘reform the spouse of Christ, assist the 
‘neglected and oppressed, and approprt- 
‘ale to the learned and virtuous, the mo- 
‘ney whieh has of late been squandered 
‘on grooms and stage-players. —About a 
year after these instructions were writ- 
ten, a proposition was made to the Diet 
from a quarter friendly to the Church of 
of Rome, and seriously recommended, 
that Priests should be prohibited from 
“meddling in traffic, FROM FREQUERTING 
TAVERNS, AND FROM KEEPING CONCU- 
BINES.” Indeed, this very Diet of Nu- 
remberg, whilst it declared ia favour of 
the edict of that of Worms, virtually si- 





lencing all discussion, till the call of a 
general council, and provisionally sus- 
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pending even the functions of the re- 
formed preachers, at the same moment 
issued the famous Centum Gravanuna, 
containing one hundred ecclesiastical 
grievances under which they laboured, 
and exhibiting the most terrible corrup- 
tions, both of faith and practice in the 
Popish church. (See Seckendorf p. 225. 


jtions of the devil; and iree citizens of 
the United States, expect to merit hea- 
ven, by regulating their diet ‘after the 
prescriptions of an unhappy and silly old 
man at Rome! Nay, the highest toned 
doctrines of the trans-alpine party, in Po- 
pish politics, are held and taught, and 
practised all over the world, where Jes- 


Sleid. |. iv. Jac. Frid. Georgu Gravi-juiis exist, with reference to the power 


mina Germanorum, &c. |. i. p. 327. 
Bower’s Life of Luther, p. 210—17 & 
$42.) Of course all these admissions, 


and influence of the Pope,—as fully as 
they were declared by Lainez, the se- 
cond general of their order, at the Coun- 


promises and recommendations came to|cil of Trent two centuries ago. 
nothing. ‘The worst evils then com-| A concatination of circumstances, has 
plained of still continue, in countries}jexposed, and will continue to expose 


where the Catholic is the only religion; 
the worst dogmas of the church still be~ 
ing those most steadily inforced. ‘There 


this nation to more than a common 
share of the danger to which all are sub- 
ject, from the intrigues of this supersti- 


have been more people burntat the stake,|tion. Every distinctive feature of our 
for denying the doctrine of transubstan-jsocial system, encourages attempts a- 


tiation, than for any other pretended 


gainst us; and every movement in the 


heresy: A doctrine which contradicts|elements of the decaying and renovating 


every sense a man has, all the reason he 
can command,—the principles of three 


systems of the eld world, has a tendency 
to throw off upon us the worst portions 


or four sciences, and those amongst the|jof their population, ‘The suppression of 
most exact—and is at the same moment,|the monasteries in Portugal and Spain, 
against the word of God, and the honorjand the expulsion of the Jesuits from 
of Jesus Christ. A dogma in short,|the latter, all occurring under the new 
which is simply incapable of belief, as ajland more liberal order of things in both 
truth; and if true, would be so stupend-|states; the free toleration of the Protes- 
ously horrible and brutal, that a manjtant religion in France, since the revolu- 
might almost be justified in refusing cre-|tion of 1830, for the first time, in the 
dence to his senses, his reason, and his|same degree, since the revocation of the 
very consciousness, backed by the bestjedict of Nantz,—thus raising up a prac- 
proofs of science, rather than credit the|tical exposure of Papism, and restrain— 
amazing impiety, involved in the suppo-|ing its absurdities by an open contempt, 
sition, that he could create and swallowjall over France, and in the same degree 
a hundred millions of Gods! Matter is}|making the Priests uneasy, and disposed 
infinitely devisible; and the Council of|to find new abodes;—the very reform 
‘Trent has decided that Christ exists}bill of England, which restraining suf- 
whole and entire, soul, body, blood andj|frage to a point, above the reaeh of 
divinity, in every particle of both sacra-|most Papists, out of lreland, and the still 


moents!! 


more momentous act to Papists, namely, 


In truth the Church of Rome, as she|the one for Catholic emancipation, drawn 
cannot, does not pretend to be capable,|by Sir Robert Peel himself, in which, 
any more than needful of reform. She|there is an express clause, excepting the 
is unalterable. ‘Therefore, we find at|Jesuits from all participation in the be- 
this moment, school books printed and|nefits of the act, and excluding them 


put in circulation in Catholic countries, 


from Britain; a thousand contingencies 


filled with intructions, absolutely at warjabroad, are driving them upon us. On 
with all sense of shame; and books of|the other hand, every thing here invites 
devotion printed in the United States|them. Our public improvements, give 
for common use, that shock all decency,jthem immediate and constant employ- 
by the utter beastliness of their allusions.|ment, at very high wages, while the 
Thus too, the most extravagant. ioole-|Priests from the regular levies on such 
ries of the darkest ages are enacted,jas live, and the constant plunder of such 
amid the light of the nineteenth century,|as die, live in luxury and project exten- 
and enlightened men pretend to believe|sive churches, with inquisitious under 
that the Holy Ghost inspired ignorant|them, and nunneries beside them—for 
and barbarous ecclesiastics, who pro-|the joint exercise of their malevolence, 


nounced the original tongues in whicl 


ijand sensuality, the leading passions— 





God spoke to his Prophets, recent inven-! which their rules cherish. Our commer- 
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cial treaties open a direct trade in Ger- 
man and Irish Catholics, which lands 
nothing short of one hundred thousand 
every year on our coasts. In Baltimore 
alone, about ten thousand Germans, 
most of them Papists, are brought annu- 
ally from the free cities, in the north of 
Germany,—in vessels, returning laden 
with tobacco, at rates so low as to drive 
our own ships from exporting our own 
products. Our naturalization-laws, allow 
all these people, to become American 
citizens in three years. And, nearly eve- 
ry state in the Union allows every such 
person, over twenty-one years of age, to 
vote at all our elections, as soon as he is 
naturalised: A right they never had at 
home, and are unfit to have any where; 
ruinous to us, and of no personal advan- 
tage to them. Because, the most of 
them, are not only entirely ignorant of 
our condition, our system, and our poli- 
cy, but are the most degraded and bru- 
tal white population in the world, and 
appear to be utterly insensible that public 
order is a good, that obedience to law isa 
virtue as well asa benefit, or that human 
blood is more precious than that of un- 
clean beasts. And whether wise or stu- 
pid, good or bad, their Priests control 
their votes, direct their combinations, 
encourage their violence, attempt to 
shield them from punishment,—extenu- 
ate their ill conduct, and are, their abso- 
lute directors. It is settled truth in all 
our great cities, that the word of the 
Priest, is more powerful than the cord 
of the hangman; and hundreds of peo- 
ple have seen mobs quelled by the voice 
of a foreign Priest, when the whole pow- 
er of our sacred laws was defied. In- 
deed, the famous father Mcllvoy, of 
Frederick city, in Maryland, has receiv- 
ed, if we are rightly informed, a vote of 
thanks, and a present perhaps of plate, 
from the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road 
Company, for quelling a riot which the 
laws of Maryland could not arrest, among 
a gang of ruffians, that the citizens of 
two of our counties, in mere defence, 
were forced to resolve in public meeting, 
to drive forever from their viscinage, 
with arms in their hands. In Michigan, 
in New York, in the West, in the South, 
every where, the Priests secretly control 
the foreign Catholic vote; and that vote 
decides our elections! By the way, our 
old friend Bishor Exeianp, will oblige 
us, by letting us know, what he did with 
Priest O’NeaL, whom he removed from 
Columbia, 5. C., as was supposed, for 
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disagreeing with and thrawting his lord- 
ship in his political schemes? 

Now, if our Priests were men of rea- 
sonable intelligence and attainments, 
which commonly they are not; if they 
really understood and loved our system, 
which ordinarily they do not; if they 
were Americans, instead of being gene- 
rally foreigners; if they held a pure and 
moral system of religion, instead of a 
most depraved and monstrous one; if 
they were the very best, instead of a- 
mongst the very worst men, in the land: 
it must be perfectly clear to every think- 
ing man, that it would be eminently 
wrong in a social state resembling ours, 
to permit them to hold, and exert the 
enormous and_ irresponsible powers, 
which reside in their hands. But the 
fact is, every Priest is in abject and 
sworn subjection and fidelity to a fo- 
reign authority; a prince absolutely re- 
presented, by diplomatic agents in our 
own country, (the Pope has a Consul 
now residing in this city;) a sovereign, 
whose states are as really his, as those 
of any other prince are his,—and who 
besides, his local sovereignty, which is 
most despotic over his own kingdom,— 
and his universal supremacy claimed 
over all the citizens of all. countries on 
earth, and his direct power as the Vicar 
of Christ, over every thing, that Christ 
could control, if he were personally pre- 
sent;—besides all these, he has ever 
claimed and exercised the most insolent 
power over all the kingdoms of the 
world,—dethroning princes,—releasing 
subjects from oaths of allegiance,—tak- 
ing crowns from one head and placing 
them on another,—extirpating whole 
states by cruel wars—dashing nations 
against each other in furious conflict— 
parcelling out whole continents, as gifts 
to his vassals,—and emptying one quar- 
ter of the earth, in exterminating cru- 
sades upon anether! ‘These Priests that 
exercise this power over the destinies of 
this great nation, are as many of them 
as are Jesuits, sworn to unquestioning 
obedience to a foreign subject of a fo- 
reign prince, and still farther sworn to 
unlimited devotion to the Pope of Rome, 
to whom their general is devoted by oath; 
and every one of them that is a Bishop, 
has taken a solemn oath at his consecra- 
tion, to the head of the Roman state, 
the terrible power, indicated above, 
more specific and more minute than any 
oath of allegiance to any other state, 
ever administered. ‘They receive their 





‘offices from this foreign sovereign, di- 
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rectly and universally, although the con- 
stitution of the United States expressly 
discountenances any obligation from 
its citizens to any “king, or foreign 
state’—positively prohibiting that por- 
tion of the people in its service, from 
receiving in that way, either “present, 
emolument, office or title, of any kind 
whatever,” (sec. ix. 7.) How does Sir 
Cuarves Constantine Pise get over 
the direct force of this article, who being 
in the exercise of titles, if not emoluments 
received from Rome, was at the same 
moment in the service of Congress? And 
what have the Senators to say who elect- 
ed him?) And what have all the Bishops 
to say, against the spirit of this article: 
And what have our Courts and District 
Attorneys to say, that they do not re- 
quire all Priests, Jesuits and Bishops of 
this sect, to renounce the Pope of Rome, 
when they take the oath of allegiances 
And what has Bishop England to say, 
as to his being legate from the Pope to 
Hayti, and still pretending to be a re- 
publican and an American citizen? 

This is the spirit of Papacy to day, as 
much as it was, when the Popes caused 
the Albigenes to be butchered, or the Bo- 
hemians to be pursued like beasts of the 
chase in the thirteenth and fifteenth cen- 
turies. Since we commenced writing 
this article, the news has been received 
in this country, that all the toils and sa- 
crifices of twenty years of revolution are 
to be thrown away through the intrigues 
of the same Priests, that have caused so 
many calamities already to Mexico. 
The constitution of that unfortunate 


people, is to be set aside, for the sake of 


the Priests and their servile banditti, 
who call themselves soldiers of the repub- 
lic; and under the dictation of Santa An- 
NA, as tool of the ecclesiastics, all civili- 
zation, all freedom, and ail religion must 
be crushed! ‘The plan of Torwca, set- 
tled already by the Priests and the arm- 
ed mob, converts a_ representative 
republic like our own, into a great 
central system; and the very second 
article of the projet declares, “that the 
““consittution to be established, must be 
“based on the acknowledgment Eexct.v- 
“stveLy, of the Catsoric Apostotic Ro- 
“Man Rexicion!!” ‘This bears date May 
29, 1835. Preparatory to this, on the 
25th of April preceding, the Mexican go- 
vernment issued a decree annulling the 
laws of the states of Coanvinnia and 
Texas, relative to emigration, thus 
throwing insuperable obstacles in the 
way of the settlement of North Ameri- 
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cans in those states. And now in Gua- 
TIMALA, the same devotion of the Priests, 
the Jesuits, and the Bishops to Rome, 
and the same submission of the people 
to the ecclesiastics, which have desolat- 
ed so many lands, are breaking all the 
bands of society insunder. Formerly, 
the Priests ruled with absolute power in 
Guatimala; then the revolution succeed- 
ed, and nature and common sense had 
the sway for a brief'space. During this 
interval of light the supreme power de- 
clared it lawful for Priests to marry. 
God and nature, and morality and the 
world had said the same always. So, 
many Priests married,—and became mo- 
ral and decent men. But, by and by, 
Rome ordered the law to be repealed; 
the state of Guatimala obeys: and the 
Priests have the option of returning to 
their former state of concubinary rela- 
tionship, under pretence of chastity, or 
of ceasing to be Priests. The state is 
Catholic like Mexico; in both cases, 
Rome and Romish emissaries dictate the 
fundamental laws.—Shall they do the 
same here? 

If it be possible, they will effect it. Their 
religious doctrines and practices are 
peculiar, and constitute a svstem which 
they assert to be different from every 
other in so high a degree, that theirs is 
indispensable to salvation; and which all 
else, whether Christian, Jew, Mahome- 
dan, Pagan or Atheist, pronounce to be 
both false and dangerous. ‘To establish 
the universal and exclusive sway of this 
system, is their avowed, sworn, concert- 
ed, ceaseless object. In pursuing this 
object, every tie of nature, every princi- 
ple of virtue, every dictate of reason, 
every command of God has been in suc- 
cession, and still is treated, as altoge- 
ther of secondary importance, As the 
means of success—they have, as they 
boast, two hundred millions of the hu- 
man race,—the most stupendous ecclesi- 
astical organizations, the absolute con- 
trol over the minds, bodies, and goods of 
their followers; the support and aid of 
many kings and states; the certain pro- 
mise of God; and the abiding presence 
of his vicar amongst the confiding hosts. 
As the reward of their success, they look 
for universal indulgence, unlimited pow- 
er, absolute supremacy on earth, and 
endless glory in heaven! What a mix- 
ture of power, and enthusiasm, and pas- 
sion, and gigantic superstition! What a 
foree—what a prize! 

On the other hand, their spirit is ad- 
verse to the spirit of the age; their sys- 
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tem is contrary to the common sense of 
men; their tyranny is odious to every 
impulse of nature; every motive that 
stops on this side the grave, impels their 
own people, every one—every moment, 
to forsake them, and every motive that 
looks into that dark future beyond death, 
impels every being, unsubdued to their 
superstitions, to release the world from 
their degrading chains. With us, are 
freedom, light, .the whole force of move- 
ment, the power of knowledge and the 
consolations of eternal hope! God and 
the right, are ours;—and we already see 
the sure approach of that blessed day, 
when this “synagogue of satan,” willbe 
rased; and the “mother of harlots,” who 
has ruled in it, will be “fallen;? and all 
the “kings of the earth” whom she has 
made “drunk with the wine of her for- 
nication” will cast her off forever; and 
all the saints of God, whose blood has 
been so long “found in her,” will unite 
in one solemn thanksgiving to him who 
hath overcome her “by the spirit of his 
mouth,” and delivered them and _ the 
world from her hands, like a bird escap- 
ed out of the fowler’s snare! 

All that is worth contending for upon 
earth, is directly staked on this contest. 
[t must be vehement; it may be pro- 
tracted. It is joined already; it can end 
only in the perfect triumph of one or the 
other interest. As a religious question, 
the great body of the most active, en- 
lighted, and devoted servants of God all 
over the world, are already engaged in 
its investigation, or have before this 
made themselves acquainted with it. As 
a political question, every nation having 
or desiring freedom, contemplates it with 
profound attention. Mexico and Gua- 
timala, in South America; France, Spain, 
Portugal, Greece, and England, in Eu- 
rope; Canada, New England, New York, 
Pennsylvania, in North America, are at 
this moment agitated with this over- 
whelming discussion. Lord Joun Rus- 
suL, lost his election in one of the most 
enlightened counties in England, where 
his family influence had long been su- 
ag and his own popularity irresista- 

le, by being suspected of throwing the 
patronage of the Irish government into 
the hands of O’Connexr. At this mo- 
ment, in the great state of Pennsyiva- 
nia this controversy is about to decide 
in part, all her elections; and the indica- 
tions are not obscure, that it must enter 
largely into others still more important! 
way then with all fear, and all indif- 
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question, are in eflect subdued already. 
They who are indifferent to it, are either 
profoundly ignorant, or criminally re- 
miss, concerning the most stupendous 
and induring interests of man. They 
who fancy themselves superior 10 it,— 
should remember that Roman pro con- 
sul who pronounced the Christian sys- 
tem, even when Paul was before him to 
‘be unworthy of his august consideration, 
as being merely a question of names, 
and words,—or that savages chief, who 
naked, and illiterate in his distant and 
unknown village, demanded of a traveller 
who chanced to find his hut,—what Eu- 
rope thought of him? The cold skepti- 
cism of the learned, no less than the lu- 
dicrous self-complacency of the unenlighe 
tened barbarian, sprung frem a vanity, 
alike ignorant and childish. But let us 
take courage. For the religion of Jesus 
swept over the beautiful regions of 
Acuara, even though the brother Sene- 
ca dispised it; and the wave of civilization 
will yet pass its fertilizing stream over 
the grave of that nameless savage, who 
did not know what civilization meant. 


— 








PAPAL OATHS: 
Anti-Social, and Anti- Christian. 


In our No. for February last, on pages 
33-5 of the present volume, is the oath 
of fealty sworn by every Papist in the 
world, to the head of his religion, and 
to the faith which constituting kim a 
member of a great politico-ecclesiastical 
state, renders him at once the victim of 
a false system of religion, and the tool of 
a designing hierarchy, who disguise their 
personal, selfish, and temporal aims, un- 
der the sanctity and the name of a reli- 
gious system. ‘That oath, is called the 
creed of Pius IV. It is received without 
restriction or qualification by every Ca~ 
tholic in the world; and sworn to with- 
out reservation or equivocation, by every 
convert on embracing that superstition. 
In the 13th section of the creed, (see 
page 35, of No. 2,) the “holy Roman 
Catholic and Apostolic Church” is pro- 
nounced to be “rue Morner anp Mis- 
TRESS OF ALL Cuurcues’ !!! And the 
person repeating the creed, proceeds to 
*““PROMISE AND SWEAR, TRUE OBEDIENCE 
To THE Bisuop or Rome”—who is, as 
the poor Papist asserts, “tHE VicaR oF 
Jesus Curist,” as well as “‘the successor 
of holy Peter, who was Prince of the 
Apostles.” ‘This is simply promising to 





ference! ‘They who dread to meet this 


whoever may rer as to be Pope of 
Rome, who is, and has long been, a real 
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monarch ofa foreign country-—-the very 
same obedience that the person swearing 
would render to Jesus Christ, ifhe were 
on earth; and reigning instead of his 
Vicar, (that is substitute,) over the Ro- 
man state. 

By the decree of the Council of Con- 
STANCE, at its 39th session, and another 
of the Council of Basin at its 37th ses~ 
sion; all Popes of Rome are obliged to 
swear that they will uphold and enforce 
the Catholic faith to the least tittle, even 
to the shedding of their blood. And by 
the decree of the Council of Trent at its 
25th session, all the teachers and profes- 
sors of Catholic Colleges in the world, 
are obliged to swear once every year, to 
receive, hold, teach, and interpret all 
things relating to faith, in exact confor- 
mity with its own decrees. (See pages 
249 & 256 of Ousley’s Shori Defence, 
&c.) Whatall are sworn to hold; ail, 
from the Pope down, are sworn to teach, 
and to enforce, at the risk of their blood! 
Here is food for reflection to parents, 
who send their children to be instructed 
by Papists; and to American freemen 
who love the liberty, civil and religious, 
which by God’s mercy they yet enjoy. 
*’Teacn and ENFORCE "! 

On the 159th page of our present vo- 
lume, (in the No. of our Magazine for 
May 1835,) is the oath taken by every 
Romish Bishop on earth, at his ordina- 
tion or consecration asa Bishop. Oaths 
of similar purport, if not identical in 
phraseolugy, are repeatedly sworn by all 
classes of Romish ecclesiastics, on a va- 
riety of occasions. ‘This is a mere oath 
of allegiance, taken by an officer to the 
sovereign that appoints him. ‘The Pope 
appoints the Bishop without any inter- 
vention, even of an advisary power on 
the part of the people the Bishop is plac- 
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no man ought ever to swear to any crea- 
ture, and such as is per se, treason in 
every country, but this, if sworn to any 
creature but the Pope. We aver, that 
any man who honestly keeps the Bishop’s 
oath, is the Pope’s slave; and that the 
idea of its being consistent with allegi- 
ance, to any other authority, human or 
divine, is perfectly absurd. We pray 
the reader to peruse and consider atten— 
tively that oath again, and then remem- 
ber, that Bishop Dusors who rules the 
mobs in New York; and Bishop Fren- 
wick who has “20,000 brave Irish,” at 
his back in Boston; and Bishop Ene- 
LAND, legate to the negroes in Hayti, 
and missionary to the slaves in Carolina, 
and Grand Inquisitor for America to 
boot; and all the rest, with the Archbi- 
shop in our midst, in some respects, over 
all, have sworn this anu-American; anti- 
republican; anti-social; and anti-Chris- 
tian Oath. 

But, as if this double and triple bind- 
ing of the soul to the car of Rome were 
insufficient, other and more specific 
oaths are contrived, and uttered, on a 
vreat variety of occasions, by multitudes 
of persons; so that on the whole, the 
vreater part of the active members, and 
nearly all the official members of that 
church, are thus bound down by a re- 
duplicated congeries of these terrible 
bonds. All the religious orders especi- 
ally, of which there are such multitudes, 
male and female, are uniformly under 
oaths of peculiar force and point, to the 
holy See; and withdrawn, in great mea- 
sure from any special control, even of 
their own Bishop, and totally repudiat- 
ing all obedience to the laws of all coun- 
tries relating to their duties as citizens, 
they stand under the direct protection of 
the Pope, and render to him in return 


ed over. Whien the late Archbishop of|direct obedience. Amongst these orders, 


Baltimore died,—behold, a mandate rea- 
dy prepared from Rome, appointing Mr. 
Ecciesron, an American citizen, to a 


that of the Jesuits, stands conspicuous, 
for its activity, power, corruption, and 
devotion to the Bishop of Rome. We 


dignity within the gift of the See of|give at large, the Jesurrs Oat or Se- 


Rome, a foreign power, vacant within 
the territorial limits of this nation. And, 
thereupon, Mr. Ecciesron, unmindful 


BRECY. It is given as it remains matter 
of public record at Paris, and is taken 
from page 256 of the 2d vol. of M‘Ga- 


of his duty to his own country, and of|vin’s Protestant; who drew it from 


his fealty to his own government, pro- 
ceeded to swear, faith and obedience “to 
the Holy Roman Church, anv To ovr 
Lorp THE Poprg, and to his successors 
canonically coming in.” He is sworn, 
through all the catagories, to help, aid 
and assist; to comfort, defend, counsel 
and uphold, in all things, through all 
time, against all men,—such an oath as 


Archbishop Usuer’s Collection, called 
“Foxes and Firebrands.” 


THE OATH OF SECRECY. 


I, A. B., now in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, the blessed Virgin Mary, 
the blessed Michael the archangel, the 
blessed St. John Baptist, the holy apos- 
tles St. Peter and St. Paul, and the saint 
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and sacred host of heaven, and to you 
my ghostiy father, do declare from my 
heart, without mental reservation, that 
his holiness Pope Urban is Christ’s vicar 
general, and is the true and only head 
of the catholic or universal church 
throughout the earth; and that by the 
virtue of the keys of binding and loosing 
riven to his holiness by my Saviour Je- 
sus Christ, he hath power to depose here- 
tical kings, princes, states, commonwealths 
and governments, all being ulegal, with- 
out his saered confirmation, and that they 
may safely be destroyed: therefore, to the 
utmost of my power I shall and will de- 
fend this doctrine, and his holiness’ rights 
and customs against all usurpers of the 
heretical (or Protestant) authority what- 
soever: especially against the now pre- 
tended authority and church of England, 
and all adherents, in regard that they 
and she be usurpal and heretical, oppos- 
ing the sacred mother church of Rome. 
I DO RENOUNCE AND DISOWN ANY 
ALLEGIANCE AS DUE TO ANY HERE- 
TICAL KING, PRINCE, OR STATE, NAM- 
ED PROTESTANTS, OR OBEDIENCE TO 
ANY OF THEIR INFERIOR MA6IS- 
TRATES OR OFFICERS. | DO FURTHER 
DECLARE, THAT THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE CHURCH OF I.NGLAND, OF THE 
Carvinists, HuGuENOTS, AND OF 
OTHER OF THE NAME PROTESTANTS, 
140 BE DAMNABLE, AND THEY THEM- 
SELVES ARE DAMNED, AND TO BE 
DAMNED THAT WILL NOT FORSAKE THE 
same. I do further declare, that I[ will 
help, assist, and advise all, or any of his 
holiness’ agents in any place, wherever 
I shall be, in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, or in any other territory or 
kingdom, I shall come to; and do my 
utmost to extirpate the heretical Pro- 
testants’ doctrine, and to destroy all 
their pretended powers rezal or other- 
wise. I do further promise and declare, 
that notwithstanding I am dispensed 
with to assume any religion heretical for 
the propagating of the mother church’s 
interest, to keep secret and private all 
her agents’ councils from time to time, 
as they intrust me, and not to divulge 
directly or indirectly, by word, writing, 
or circumstance, whatsvever; but to ex- 
ecute all what shall be proposed, given 
in charge, or discovered unto me, by you 
my ghostly father, or by any of this sa 

cred convent. All which [, A. B., do 
swear by the blessed Trinity, and bless- 
ed sacrament, which I now am to re- 
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ceive, to perform, and on my part to 
keep inviolably: And do call all the hea- 
venly and glorious host of heaven to 
witness these my real intentions, to keep 
this my oath. In testimony hereof, I 
take this most holy and blessed sacra- 
ment of the eucharist; and witness the 
same further with my hand and seal in 
the face of this holy convent this 

day of An. Dom. &e. 

Here is an oath for a Christian to 
take! All of us, Calvinists Huguenots, 
and Prelatists are and ought to be damn- 
ed! Or for an honest man to take. 
Though ‘dispensed, though the Bishop 
give him leave to pretend to be Protes- 
tant—he will be at once hypocrite, spy, 
and traitor! Or for a freeman; or a cit 
zen; or a patriot; or a gentleman; or a 
man! 

Now, most of the Priests, and perhaps 
every Bishop of this Papal sect, now and 
heretofore in the United States, are, and 
have been Jesuits. This is part only, 
of their secret oaths! And yet, our cre- 
dulous countrymen believe 1t possible for 
such men, whose whole existence con- 
stitutes one living falsehood, to be wor- 
thy of credit in what they say; worthy 
of trust in what they do; worthy of con- 
fidence in what they promise! Well, it 
is not wonderful, that they who cheat 
us before our eyes, should despise us to 
our teeth. 

We have said, this is part only of the 
Jesuits oaths. ‘he usual monastic vows 
of chastity, (save the mark!) poverty, 
(but their revenues exceed those ef prin- 
ces;) and monastic obedience, to their 
rules and their superiors—taken by all 
orders, are also taken by them. But to 
this they add, an additional vow, bind- 
ing them to the Pope of Rome, as his 
bondmen, to do his will, at their own 
cost, without reserve or enquiry! Not 
even content with absolute subjection to 
his holiness; they force other oaths upon 
their own members, on every important 
contingency, the object of all which is, 
to make the Jesuits themselves supreme 
over all the affairs of men—the Pope a- 
lone, being supreme over them. 

In the X1V Cuap. and 8th sect. of the 
Secreta Montta Societatis Jesu (a work, 
which every American should carefully 
examine, as it contains the super-extract 
of Jesuitism,) it is thus written: “If any 
of our members should have a sure pres- 
pect of obtaining a Bishopric, or other 
ecclesiastical dignity, he should be com- 
pelled in addition to the accustomed 





vow of the society, to take another, that 
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he will always esteem and commend our of her being infallible, and therefore, im- 
institution, that he will use no confessor|pervious to attacks upon her. And at 
whois not one of us, in short, that he\this present time, by looking abroad, 
will determine nothing in any important|even to old Catholic countries, you will 
matter, but in accordance with the|see, that the very foundations of the 
judgment of the society, &c.”’ In thejchurch are beginning to shake—the 
XVIE chap. and 7th section of the same} Pope himself fears it so much “that he 
Secret Consels, while their members are|thinks tt, portentous of the downfall of 
directed to seek for cures, canonries, ab-\the most powerful und flourishing em- 
bacies, and prelacies, and the judgment|ptres.” And in the same letter, he calls 
declared, that the church would be ex-{upon his ‘‘venerable brethren, the Arch- 
ceedingly benefitted, if every Bishopric,|b¢shops, Bishops,” and you certainly a- 
and even the Holy See, were in theirjmong the number, “to preserve, pro- 
hands; and the command issued, to en-jtect, and defend, by all such means as 
large by every method, the temporal|the sacred canons afford, that most holy 
power and wealth of the order; the se-|branch of discipline, THE CELIBACY OF 
eret is let out, why all these oaths are]THE cLeRGY, against that most foul 
taken, and all these labours encountered,|conspiracy, which is extending its in- 
and all these crimes committed. ‘The| fluence against it. The number of 
golden age will return; in that age, the|which is swelled by unfaithful ecclesias- 
church will be supreme; over thatchurech|tzes. And all are unitedly, soliciting 
will stand in proud eminence, the dlus-|the intervention of thetr princes, and 
trious society of Jesus! ‘The church they|repeating these solicitations for the 
plainly tell us, is a monarchy; the Pope|abrogation thereof.” 

is its head; the world is its theatre; the} You have not by coming out like 
Prelates are in the place of the Pope,|Peter, (your pretended first Pope, whose 
who is himself in the place of Christ;|successor you profess to be and taking 
and Pope and Prelates ought to be ofa wife, numbered yourself among those 
their order! From which consummation,|who are desirous for the abrogation of 


may God deliver the world. this “most holy branch of discipline.” 
(re eer: or Re rere er een Unto you then, is the call of your mas- 
ay ter.—Come forth, and defend this pre- 

A LETTER clous doctrine of celibacy. Shew your- 

TO THE self'a man, and a faithful servant of him, 

Most Rev. SAMUEL ECCLESTON, |to whom you are bound by oath. Shew 
D. D. yourself faithful to the chureh over which 


ARCHBISHOP OF THE ROMAN|Y°" preside, and do not suffer her _to be 
CHURCH IN THE UNITED|Wounded, and scandalized in the face of 
STATES. this community, without one of all her 

ministers to stand up in her defence. 

Do not forsake her in the time of trial. 

Do not confirm the conviction of the 

great mass of the community, that her 

dogmas are incapable of defence, and 
above all things, do not compel us to 
believe that you are aware of this fact. 

And by remaining in the station which 

you hold, evidence to all around, that 

you do not believe what vou teach, and 
that vou hold them for the sake of the 


ie vain. 
should exercise yourself for the prospe-|> 


Tue office which you hold, by ap- 
pointment of Gregory XVI, is one of the 
highest, in his gift, in the United States. 
The character which you bore, as we 
are informed, before entering on the du- 
ties of that office, was exemplary in the 
eyes of your people. You were then, as 
time has shown, a favored son of the 
Holy Mother Church. Having been 
honored by her, and by his majesty, the 
Roman Pontiff, it is becoming that you 


| ) <r } *T was once said of those at Rome: 
4 ritv of your church. And it is as little 
I as could be expected that you Should |««We sell the temples, altars, priests, and all 
stand ready, to ward oil the blows which|Incense and fires, which we most sacred call, 
. are inflicted upon her, or manfully to|Crowns, vows, and zealous prayers, we spare 
5 IF AO ale > m : : h - not 
i meet her assailants, in an open, public|,, emnet 
: ' | and manful contest. — his lights, and God himself to 


"Tis supremely ridiculous for you, or 
our people, if you will keep in remem-}| This was once the state of Rome, and 
wrance the past three hundred years, offif better now, it is more than we know. 
the world and of your church, to boast|Of our city clergy, and you our respect- 
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ed Archbishop, we expect and hope bet- 
ter things. We cannot but hope you 
are sincere in your attachments to your 
church; and we might say in the belief 
of her doctrines, but we believe it abso- 
lutely impossible for any man to receive 
the doctrine of transubstantiation. Al- 
Jowing however the best, that you are 
sincere, that you love your church, obey 
your Pope, and receive the doctrines of 
your church. Why is it, that no one of 
all your number stands ready to expose 
publicly, the falsity of the attacks made 
upon your church? And defend that 
which you do believe? 

We have waited in expectation of 
hearing from you in relation to a matter, 
which we in common with many of your 
agar consider of great importance. 

Ve allude to the account published in 
the May number of this Magazine, of a 
supposed outrage in the Carmelite Con- 
vent. Publicly and officially, you have 
been silent, though the account was 
sent to you by mail. Yet, you certainly 
cannot be ignorant of the labored at- 
tempt of a great many of your followers 
in this city, to spread the report far and 
wide, even to other cities; that the pub- 
lishers of this journal were desirous of 
inflaming the anti-popish community to 
burn down the said building. Better 
than three months have elapsed, and the 
building stil' stands. The guard ap- 
pointed, we are in hope will continue 
to discharge his duty, keeping off all 
suspicious characters (even those who 
are supposed to make regular nightly 
visits there, for some other purpose than 
to destroy the Convent.) 

It does seem a little strange, that you, 
the head of the Roman Church in this 
place, alter being called upan publicly, 
and hearing as you must doubtless have 
done, of the great excitement among 
your people, have not put yourself to 
the trouble of examining into the affair, 
and after finding out the particulars, 
making them known, to this waiting 
community. Three months, surely, was 
timeenough, ‘The subject, one of such 
importance, as to demand examination! 
We waited to hear, but have not heard 
from you. And now take upon us to 
address you publicly in relation not to 
this affair, but in relation to the doctrines 
out of which such things necessarily 
grow. 

By Pius the [Vths creed, “Every Pa- 


your people who profess this, have never 
heard, of one ten thousandth part of 
what your church has believed. But of 
you, the head of this branch of the 
church, we cannot thus speak. You 
have held offices, and had opportunities 
which guarantee your knowledge of 
many things, which the others have ne- 
ver heard of; and in relation to some of 
these things, it is our purpose to call 
your special attention. 

I. Is not the Inquisition, an institution 
of importance to, well received by, and 
essential to your Church? 

II, Is not the Inquisitorial practice of 
Heresy Hunting, incumbent on every 
Priest and Bishop, but especially every 
Archbishop? And is it not carried on in 
your diocese? 

Iif. Are not the buildings of the In- 
quisitions, erected with ceils underneath 
them for the reception of the victims of 
inquisitorial vengeance, where they car- 
ry on their hellisa cruelty, under the 
guise of religion? 

IV. Are THERE NOT CELLS, AND TWO 
TIERS OF THEM, ONE ABOVE ANOTHER, 
UNDER THE CATHEDRAL IN THIS CITY, 
ADJOINING YOUR DWELLING HOUSE. Are 
not these celis, fit places of confinement 
for heretics, or disobedient Papists? 

Is it not a fact, that Morris (or Pa- 
trick) Foley, late of Belle-Air, in this 
state, was sent by his Priest, (who we 
believe was Roger Smith, or Timothy 
O’Brien,) with a letter to the late Arch- 
bishop, that after delivering the letter, 
he was confined in one of these cells, 
until he had given the Archbishop every 
assurance, that he would not turn from 
the church? Foley, it appears, was verg- 
ing to heresy, attending Methodist camp 
meetings, and reading Protestant books. 
If report be true, this remedy was eflec- 
tual, for he never was worth any thing 
after his liberation, 

V. Are there not cells under Nunne- 
ries, or places of confinement for diso- 
bedient nuns? 

V1. Is not the desire to leave the Con- 
vent, considered disobedience? And are 
not the nuns liable to punishment forit? 

Hear what that orthodox Papal Coun- 
cil of Trent says:* 





* Sess. XXV. Chap. 19.—‘‘Quicimgue re- 
rularis pretendat se per vim et metum ingres- 
sum esse religionem, aut etiam dicat ante eta- 
tem debitam professum fuisse, aut quid simile, 
velitque habitum dimittere, quacumque de 


pist, vows and swears to believe and re—|“4"5?- aut etiam cum habitu discedere sine li- 
3 ; 


ceive all things that the church does,” 


centia superiorum, non audiatur, nis? intra 
quinquennium tantum, a die professionis, et 





&e. Ninety-nine out of a hundred of tune, non aliter nisi causas quas pretenderit 
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“Whatever regular (monk or nun) 
pretends, to have taken the vow under 
the influence oF FoRCE, OR FEAR, or be- 
fore the age appointed by law, or any 
like cause; shall not be heard, unless 
within five years of their professing, and 
then not unless, the causes which they 
pretend have induced them, have been 
brought before the superior or ordinary. 
AND IF THEY LAID ASIDE THE 
HABIT OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, 
THEY SHALL NOT BE PERMIT- 
TED TO COMPLAIN, BUT BE 
COMPELLED ‘TO RETURN (coga- 
tur redire) {TO THE CONVENT, & 
PUNISHED AS APOSTATES, AND 
ALSO DEPRIVED OF ALL THE 
PRIVILEGES OF THEIR ORDER.” 

VII. Is not the punishment for disobe- 
dience; by imprisonment and flogging? 

As all these questions concern you, 
and your church, it is very desirable that 
facts, or even reports, illustrative of doc- 
trines should be brought to your notice, 
that you may find out particulars, and 
correct false reports. We give you this 
report as we have repeatedly heard it. 
“That a man, standing near, and in 
sight of one of the windows ot the Car- 
melite Convent, heard a noise, like the 
lashings of a whip, when turning his 
eyes toward the window; he saw a man 
dressed in black, flogging a female, with 
what he supposed was a cowskin.”— 
Whether this be true or false, we do not 
say, we would fain hope it was false. 
We call your attention to it, as well as 
the case of Foley above, for the purpose 
of shewing their coniormity to the doc- 
trine of your church, which is to be 
found in your standard works, 

“Johannis De Voli,” a Roman theo- 
logian, whose works were printed at 
Rome; in the 4th vol. 18th page of his 
Canonical Institutes, mentions five modes 
of punishment; two of which are (carce- 
ribus) by imprisonment, and (verberibus) 
by lashes. And in the explanatory note 
on the words (severe puniantur)t “se- 
verely punished.” In the 14th ch, of the 
XXV Sess. of the Council of ‘Trent, we 





deduxerit coram superiore suo et ordinario. 
Quod si antea habitum sponte dimiscrit, nulla- 
tenus ad allegandum quamcumque causam ad 
mittatur; aed ad monasterium redire cogatur, 
et tamquam apostata puniatur; interim nullo 
privilegio sux religionis juyetur.”’ 


+ (‘Severe puniautur.’) In posterum nemo 
Regularium ejiciatur e Monasterio, etiamsi sit 
incorrigibilis, sed precantes a superioribus ig- 
nominia carceris castigentur, et acrius etiam 
(si opus fuerit) pro modo delictorum punian- 
tur.’ 





AvGvust,; 


find the following: “Let no one of the 
Regulars (Monks or Nuns) be cast out 
of the convent, although he may be in- 
corrigible; but let the offenders be eor- 
rected with’ the disgrace (carceris) of 
imprisonment, and more sharply let 
them be punished if there is need, in 
proportion to their fault.” 

These two are enough to call your 
attention to the doctrine. 

VIII. Do not your Priests, with your 
approbation, endeavour to get young 
women and girls into these convents, 
under the pretence, that they will be 
better able to live a religious life? 

Do you not teach through your Priests, 
“That virginity is highly exalted, and 
strongly recommended in scripture, as 
superior to marriage and as a state of 
greater perfection and holiness.” (Page 
305, of Cat. of Coun. Trent.) And in 
the 24th Sess. 10 Can. Do you not pro- 
nounce accursed “whoever shall affirm, 
that the conjugal state is to be preferred 
to a life of virginity or celibacy.” 

IX. Is it not a doctrine of your church, 
that no nun shall leave off the life of a 
nun? Was not this evinced in the case 
of Miss Reed? And is it not a univer- 
sally received opinion? Do not vour 
standard writers teach, that it isa great- 
er sin, for a nun to renounce her life of 
seclusion, and become the wife of one 
man, than continually to commit forni- 
cation? 

X. Do not vour Priests and the Su- 
periors, proliibit the nuns, from leaving 
the institution, no matter how willing, or 
desirous they may be; or how anxious 
their friends may be to have them libe- 
rated? 

Restraint is necessary to keep back 
those who are disposed to go away. But 
your writers, Bishops, Xe. tell us, that 
they are so happy that, unless their 
minds are affected with insanity, they 
will not desire to go. So say your wri- 
ters, and perhaps so says our Archbishop. 
Belore we give our opinion on this, let 
us hear the decree of the Council of 
Trent.* “The holy council, renewing 





*Sess. XXV. Cap. 5. De Reguilaribus, et 
. Vontalibus. 

‘Bonifacii octavi constitutionem, que incipit: 
Periculoso, renovans sancta synodus, universis 
episcopis, sub obtestatione divini judicii, et in- 
terminatione maledictionis eterne, precipit, 
ut in Omnibus monasteriis sibi subjectis, ordi- 
naria, in aliis vero, sedis apostolica auctoritate, 
clausuram sanctimonialium, ubi violata fuerit, 
diligenter restitui, et ubi inviolata est, conser 
vari maxime procurent: inobedicntes atque 
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the constitution of Boniface VHI, which 
begins Periculoso, commands all Bishops, 
under pain of Divine judgment and the 
dread of eternal wrath, by the ordinary 
authority over all monasteries subject to 
them, and by the authority of the Apos- 
tolic See over others, to take especial 
care for the cloistering of the nunneries 
where it is inviolate, and, where it has 
been violated, diligently to restore it: 
the disobedient and gainsayers being re- 
strained by ecclesiastical censures and 
Other punishments, all appeal whatever 
being laid aside, and the aid of the secu- 
lar arm being called in for this purpose, 
if necessary. Which aid the holy cown- 
cul exhorts all Christian princes, and en- 
joins all secular magistrates to afford, 
under pain of excommunication, to be 
apso facto incurred. And it shall not be 
lawful for any one of the nuns, after pro- 
fession, to leave the monastery, even for 
a short time, upon any pretext whate- 
ver.” 

We see here, Sir, that it is a point 
long since settled, that they are not to 
come out under any pretext. By aspe- 
cial license they may possibly for a sea- 
son under guard, be permitted to go 
out; but there is no such thing as leav- 
ing. If they will not return they are to 
be put back by force. For the effecting 
of this, the civil power where it can be 
used, is to be called in, and Catholic ma- 
gistrates, under pain of excommunication 
and Bishops under dread of eternal 
wrath, are to afford aid. Will you tell 
us, if this be thecase here? If that oath 
which you have taken, to believe, and 
< every thing the church requires; 

ads you to act in such matters, as the 
above? Ifso, let us know, who are the 
magistrates, that give you aid, and how 
they do it? 

But where Jo we find evidence of 
contentment, of happiness, in the in- 
mates of these convents? The church in 
holy council met, makes provision suffi- 
cient for rebels. We know of nothing 
more binding upon our magistrates in 
respect to prisoners who have escaped 
from our jail. And surely to read this, 





contradictores per censuras ecclesiasticas, ali- 
asque peenas, quacumque appellatione postpo- 
sita, COMpescentes, invocato ad hoc, si Opus 
fuerit, auxilio brachii secularis. Quod auxi- 
lium ut prebeatur, omnes Chritianos principes 
hortatur sancta synodus, et sub pena excom- 
municationis, ipso facto incurrenda, omnibus 
magistratibus secularibus injungit.——Nemini 
autem sanctimonialium liceat post professionem 
exire amonasterio etiam ad breve tempus, 





one would conclude it was to arrest and 
reimprison culprits who were escaping 
with their lives. And, why is it, that 
the buildings of convents are so much 
like prisons-—W hy have they high fen- 
ces and walls?’—Why, grated windows? 
—And what means the iron grate?— 
What does all this parade of fixtures 
mean in such places, if there be not a 
consciousness of the misery of the vic— 
tims, and the certainty of their escape 
whenever there is an opportunity? 

The case bears on the very face of it, 
the wieckednecs of the institution, and 
the wretchedness of the inmates. It is 
literally, imprisonment—a jail—and the 
jail of females, under the control of 
Priests. 

Should one of these ever escape, what 
is her case? Does not every Priest fol- 
lowher with the rapacity ofa harpy? Is 
not every means used to destroy her cha- 
racter in the eyes of the public, and of 
her former friends? And how well ma- 
ny succeed, the ddy of judgment alone 
will reveal! Oh! how many innocent 
youth, beguiled, by Priests and Nuns, 
have been ruined forever, by the cruel 
treatment they have received at the 
hands of your Priesthood!! How many 
parents hearts have been broken, by the 
robbery and ruin of their daughters! 
And are not facts testifying daily, that 
such is the case in this land?* 

XI. Are not these convents, in this 
country, under your control, and that of 
your clergy? And do you approve of 
them? 





Hear what a reformed Priest has to say on 
this subject: ) 

* <To what paltry shifts and quibbles will 
not Roman Catholic writers resort to disguise 
the cruelty ofthis practice! Nuns are describ- 
ed as super-human beings, as angels on earth, 
without a thought or wish beyond the walls of 
their convents. The effects of habit, of reli- 
gious fear, of decorum, which prevented man 
of the French nuns from casting off the veil, 
at a period when the revolutionary storm had 
aati awe into every breast; are construed 
into a proof of the invariableness of 
which follows the religious profession. Are 
nuns, indeed, so invariably happy? Why, 
then, are they insulted by their spiritual rul- 
ers by keeping them under the very guards 
and precautions, which magistrates employ to 
secure external good behaviour among the fe- 
male inmates of prisons and penitentiaries?— 
W ould the nuns continue, during their lives, 
under thesame privations, were they at liberty 
to resume the laical state? Why, then, are 
they bound fast with awful vows? Why are 
they not allowed to offer up, day by day, the 
free-will offering of their souls and bodies? 

(J. Blanco White, p. 147, Georgetown, D. 





quocumque pretextu.’ 


iC. edit. 1826. ) 
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X{fl. Why is it, that these two. run 
so closely together, celibacy of your cler- 
gy, and nunneries? Is it not the fact, 
that the only defenders they have, are 
found among yourclergy’ And is this 
not singular? or rather is it not very evi- 
dent? 

We have thus far called your atten- 
tion to one point, of docrine and disci- 
pline; one point, we say; for, in our 
opinion, these nunneries are but the em- 
bryo of that mighty machine, known by 
the name of the Inquisition. And it is 
our desire, that you will rise like a man 
and defend these institutions, or acknow- 
ledge that they are iniquitous beyond 
the conception of man. ‘That they are 
the private prisons of your priesthood, 
and that the inmates are your subjects 
and slaves. Let us hear no more from 
your people about an institution being 
in danger of destruction, when such ac- 
cording to your own doctrines is its cha- 
racter. If there be in your laity, the 
least spark of independence; if there 
be in them the least feeling of compas- 
sion for their fellow-beings, and these 
helpless females; let it be exhibited by 
going to you, and demanding of you the 
opening of the prison doors; and let them 
bid the oppressed and enslaved go free. 
No longer let it be said, that in this land 
of freedom where men’s rights are re- 
spected; that innocent and virtuous fe- 
males are seduced into captivity, by 
your cruel and unrelenting Priests. 





AveustT, 


Is it not enough, we say, that your 
church, or your priesthood, have robbed 
thousands of families in Catholic coun- 
tries, and immured their daughters in 
the private chambers, and secret dun- 
geons of your holy inquisition? Will 
vou never be satisfied, with your deeds 
of darkness! Must this land become the 
receptacle of those very men (Priests,) 
who have been guilty of these outrages 
in Europe! God forbid!—Let every 
American Catholic, shew himself oppos- 
ed to these institutions! Let him show 
these hordes of foreign Priests, who have 
beggared their people by their exactions, 
and have been compelled to flee from 
their own land for iniquitous doings, that 
they shall find no piace here for the car- 
rying out of their abominable princi- 
ples. 

We call upon you, Sir, to relieve pub- 
lic opinion on this subject. Answer us 
whether these are not your prisons, your 
inguisittons? And if they be, interpose 
your authority for having thein opened. 

What you shall have to say in reply 
to this, we shall be glad to hear. Should 
you not consider the subject worthy of 
your attention, we may in a future num- 
ber call your attention, and that of your 
people, to the doctrines which respect 
the morals of your clergy, in connexion 
with nunneries and their celibacy. 

Yours, &c. 
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SPECIMEN OF THE FORM OF PAPAL EXCOMMUNICATION. 


* Curist teaches his followers to “bless them that curse you.” (Matt. v. 44.) 
And Paul following his Master’s doctrine, teaches the Christians that dwell at 
Rome, “To bless them that persecuted them; to bless, and curse not.”—Rom. 12. 
i4. 

[f there is one feature more than others peculiar and marked, in the spirit of 
Popery, wis that of cursing; beginning at the Pope, the head of the church, it runs 
down through its members. ‘They have a regular day appointed for cursing 
heretics.* And one of the most famous documents in the history of the Papacy, is 
a collection of bulls on this subject, which have been issued at different times by 
different Popes, and finally united in one, which will ever remain, as one of the 
strongest and most incontrovertible evidences, that the Pope of Rome and the 
— over which he presides, is that great Anti-Christian power, of which such 
awtul predictions are on record in the word of God, and fast advancing to their 
fulfillment. ‘The above-mentioned Bull, we shall shortly present to our readers. 
That which we now give, isa Form of Excommunication issued in Hungary. 
The spirit of it, is that of Anti-Christ. The language is that of men accustomed 
to curse. No Christian could ever have prepared such a document, much less 


have issued it against his fellow-men, though they did differ from him. Its lan- 
guage is, curse,—but bless not. 


* Maundy, or Holy Thursday. 
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{We publish this form, from the London Protestant Journal of September 1831. ]} 


Formula Excommunicationis | 
Pastorum viginti quatuor Regalium in 
Scepusio, auctoritate Petri Pazmanni, 
Archiepiscopi Suigoniensis, anno 1632 
confecte. 


Ex auctoritate Dei Omnipotentis Pa- 
tris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti et Sancte 
Marie Virginis matris Domini nostr! 
Jesu Christi, et sanctorum angelorum et 
Archangelorum et St. Michaelis et St. 
Baptiste, et ex vice B, Petri Apostoli et 
aliorum apostolorum, et St. Stephani et 
omnium martyrum, Sylvestri et D, A- 
dalberti et omnium confessorum, et 8. 
Adelgundis et S.’Virginum et omnium 
Sanctorum, qui sunt in celo et in terra, 
quibus data est potestas ligandi et sol- 
vendi: Excommunicamus, damnamus, 
maledicimus, vinculo anathematus, et a 
liminibus sancte matris Ecclesie segre- 
gamus illos fures, sacrilegas, raptores, 
consiliarios, adjutores, adjustrices, qui 
hoc furtum sive hoc malum perpetrarunt, 
sive sibi inde aliquid usurpaverunt. Sit 
pars eorum cum Core, Datan, et Abi- 
ram, quos terra propter eorum peccata 
deglutivit; sit etiam pars illorum cum 
Juda traditore, qui Dominum pretio 
vendidit. Amen. Et cum Pontia Pila- 
to et cum iis qui Domino dixerunt, ‘Re- 
cede a nobis, scientiam nolumus tuam,’ 
Fiant filii eorum orphani; sint maledicti 
in civitate, maledicti in agro, in campo, 
in sylva, in domibus; maledicti in hor- 
reis, in lectulis, in cubiculis; maledicti in 
curia, in via, in villa; maledicti in castro, 
in flumine; maledicti in Ecclesia, in ce- 
menterio, in tribunalibus judicii; maledicti 
in foro, in bello; maledicti in orando, lo- 
quendo, tacendo, manducando, vigilan- 
do, dormiendo, bibendo, palpando, se- 
dendo, jacendo, stando; maledicti in 
otio; maledicti omni tempore. Maledicti 
in toto corpore, in tota anima, et in quin- 
que sensibus corporis; maledictus fruc- 
tus ventris eorum; maledictus fructus 
terree eorum; maledicta sint omnia €0- 
rum; maledictum caput eorum, ora, na- 
res, nasus, labia, fauces, dentes, oculi, 
pupille, cerebrum, palatum, lingua, 
guttura, pectus, corda, venter, jecur, 
viscera omnia; maledictus stomachus, 
splen, umbilicus, vesica; maledicta sint 
crura, tibiae, pedes, et pollices eorum; 
maledicta colla, scapula, dorsum, bra- 
chia, cubitus; maledicta manus et digi- 
tus; maledicti ungues in manibus et in 
pedibus; maledicta costa, genitura, ge- 





nua, caro, ossa; maledictus sanguis eo- 


The Form of Excommunication of 
twenty-four royal pastors in Czepuss, 
drawn up in 1632, by the authority of 
Peter Pazmann, Archbishop of Strigo- 
nium. 

By the authority uf God Almighty the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spi- 
rit, and of the Holy Virgin Mary, the 
mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of 
the Angels and Archangels, and of St. 
Michael, and of St. [John the] Baptist, 
and in the place of St. Peter and the | 
other Apostles, and of St. Stephen and 
all the martyrs, of Sylvester and St. A- 
dalbert and all the confessors, and of St. 
Adelgunde and of all the holy virgins 
and saints, who are in heaven and on 
earth, to whom is given the power of 
binding and loosing: We excommuni- 
cate, damn, curse, anathematize, and 
separate from the threshold of the 
church those thieves, sacrilegious per- 
sons, robbers, councellors, helpers whe- 
ther male or female, who have commit- 
ted this theft or evil, or have hence 
usurped any thing to themselves. Let 
their portion be with Korah, Dathan 
and Abiram, whom the earth swallowed 
up on account of their sins; let their por- 
tion be with Judas the traitor, who suld 
the Lord for a price. Amen. And with 
Pontius Pilate, and with those who said 
unto the Lord, ‘Depart from us for we 
desire not the knowledge ef thee.’ Let 
their children be orphans; let them be 
cursed in the city, cursed in the field, in 
the open field, in the wood, at home; 
cursed in their barns, on their couches, 
in their bed chambers; cursed in the 
court, on the road, in the city; cursed in 
the camp, on the river; cursed in the 
church, in the burial ground, in the 
courts of justice; cursed in the market 
place, in war; cursed in praying, in 
speaking, in holding their tongues, in 
eating, awake, in sleeping, drinking, 
touching, sitting, lying down, standing; 
cursed when at leisure; cursed always. 
Cursed in the whole of their body and 
soul, and in the five senses of their body; 
cursed be the fruit of the womb; cursed, 
the fruit of their land; cursed be all their 
goods; cursed their head, mouth, nos- 
trils, nose, lips, jaws, teeth, eyes, pupils 
of the eye, brain, palate, tongue, throats, 
breast, hearts, belly, liver, all [their] en- 
trails; cursed, the stomach, spleen, naval, 
bladder; cursed be [their] legs, thighs, 
feet, and toes; cursed, [their] necks, 
shoulders, back, arms, elbows; cursed, 
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rum; maledicta pellis; maledicta sit me- 


dulla in ossibus eorum; quicquid interest 
eorum; maledicantur in Christi passione 
etcum quingque vulneribus Christi, et 
cum effusione sanguinis Christi, et cum 
Jacte Virginis Marie. 


Adjuro te, Lucifer! cum omnibus sa- 
tellitibus tuis, item cum Patre et Filo, 
et cum Spiritu Sancto, et cum humani- 
tate et nativitate Domini, et cum virtute 
omnium Santorum, ut nullam habeas 
quietem diebus ac noctibus, donec per- 
duxeris eos ad interitum; sive in flumi- 
nibus mergantur, sive suspendantur, vel 
devorentura bestiis, sive comburantur, 
sive interficiantur ab inimicis, idio hibe- 
antur ab omnibus viventibus, vel solum 
manes eorum. Et sicut Dominus Petro 
et ejus successoribus, quorum vices tene- 
mus, et nobis, quamvis indignis, potesta- 
tem contulit ut, quodcunque ligaverimus 
in terris, ligetur etiam in celis, et quod- 
cunque solverimus in terris, solveretur 
et in celo, sic illis celum claudimus, et 
terram ad sepulturam negamus, sed se- 
pulturam negamus, sed sepeliantur in 
pascuis asinorum. Insuper sit terra ma- 
ledicta, in qua fit seputura eorum; pere- 
ant in futuro judicio; conversationem 
cum christianis non habeant, neque cor- 
pus Domini, cum in mortis articulo sunt, 
suscipiant: fiant tanquam pulvis ante 
faciem venti; et sicuti Lucifer dejectus 
est de ceelo, et sicuu Adam et Eva e 
Paradiso ejecti sunt, sic expellantur de 
quotidiana luce. Item consociati sint 
cum illis quibus Dominus dicet in die ju- 
dicii—‘Ite, maledicti, in ignem externum, 
qui peratus est Diabolo et Angelis ejus, 
ubi vermis eorum non morietur, nec ig- 
nis extinguetur.’ Etsicut candela hee 
de manibus meis ejecta extinguitur, sic 
corpora eorum et anime eorum in feetore 
baratri extinguantur, nisi reddant, quod 
furati sunt, intra certum terminum. D)i- 
cunt omnes, Amen. (Historie Ecclesiz 
Evangelice in Hungaria, pp. 302—S04. 
Halberstadt, 1830.) 





Aveust, 


the hands and finger [s]; cursed, [their] 
finger and toe nails; cursed [their] ribs, 
conception, knees, flesh, bones; cursed 
[be] their blood; cursed, [their] skin; 
cursed be the marrow in the bones; [and] 
whatever concerns them; cursed be they 
in the passion of Christ, and with the 
shedding of Christ’s blood, and with the 
milk of the Virgin Mary. 

I adjure thee, O Lucifer! with all thy 
imps, also with the Father and the Son, 
and with the Holy Spirit, and witli the 
human nature and nativity of the Lord, 
and with the virtue of all the saints, that 
thou rest not night and day, until thou 
hast brought them to destruction; whe- 
ther they be drowned in rivers, or be 
hung, or be devoured by beasts, or be 
burnt, or be slain by enemies, let them 
be hated by every person living, or even 
their Ghosts. And as the Lord confer- 
red on Peter and his successors whose 
places we hold, and on ourselves, al- 
though unworthy, the power, that what- 
soever we shail bind on earth be also 
bound in heaven, and whatsoever we 
shall loose on earth shali be leosened also 
in heaven, so we shut heaven against 
them, and deny them earth for burial, 
but let them be buried in the feeding 
grounds of asses. Moreover, let the 
earth be cursed in which they are buri- 
ed; let them perish in the future judg- 
ment; let them not have any conversa- 
tion with Christians, nor, when they are 
in the article of death, let them receive 
the Lord’s body: let them be as the dust 
hefore the wind; and as Lucifer was cast 
down from heaven, and as Adam and Eve 
were cast out of Paradise, so let them 
be expelled from the light of every day. 
Let them also be associated with those 
to whom the Lord will say at the day ot 


judgment,—‘Depart ye cursed into the 


everlasting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels, where their worm. shall 
not die nor their fire be extinguished.’ 
And as this candle, being thrown out of 
my hands, is extinguished, so let their 
bodies and souls be extinguished in the 
stink of hell, unless they restore what 
they have stolen within a certain limit. 
Let every one say, Amen. 


We have various forms of excommunication issued at different times as late as 
1814. But all seem to have come trom one furnace, and are dressed to suit cir— 


cumstances. 
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(Concluded from page 224.) Own, as it is to the Greek church, and 
to the descriptions of the ancient wri-|the practice itself so far from giving 
ters;[b] and to what Tertullian re-|scandal in [taly, that the learned pub- 
proaches the heathens with, that their|!isher of the Florentine Inscriptions takes 
streets, their markets, their baths were/occasion to shew the conformity between 
not without an idol[c]. But above all, them and the heathens, from this very 
in the pomp and solemnity of their holy- instance of carrying about the pictures 
days, and especially their religious pro-|of their saints, as the Pagans did those 
cessions, we see the genuine remains of of their gods, in their sacred processions, 
heathenism, and proof enough to con-|(/] 
vince us, that this is still the same Rome|’» In one of these processions, made |ate- 
which old Numa first tamed and civiliz-|ly to St. Peter’s in the time of Lent, 4 
ed by the arts of religion: who as Plu-|saw,that ridiculous penance of the flagel- 
tarch says [d], “by the institution of sup-|lantes of self-whippers, who march with 
plications and processions to the gods,|whips in their hands, and lash themselves 
which inspire reverence, whilst they give|as they go along, on the bare back, till 
pleasure to their spectators, and by pre-|it is all covered with blood; in the same 
tended miracles, and divine apparitions,|manner, as the fanatical Priests of Bel- 
reduced the fierce spirits of his subjects|lona or the Syrian Goddess, as well as 
under the power of superstition.” the votaries of Isis, used to slash and 

The descriptions of the religious pomps cut themselves of old, in order to please 
and processions of the heathens come so|the Goddess, by the sacrifice of their 
near to what we see on every festival of/OW" blood: which mad piece of disci- 
the Virgin or other Romish Saint, that pline we find frequently mentioned, 
one can hardly help thinking these Po- and as oft ridiculed by the ancient wri- 
pish ones to be still regulated by the old|*€"s- ; : 
ceremonial of Pagan Rome. At these But they have another exercise of the 
solemnities the chief magistrate used fre-|S4M€ kind, and in the same season of 
quently to assist in robes of ceremony; Lent, which, under the notion of pen- 
attended by the Priests in surplices, with |22C°, JS still a more absurd mockery of 
wax candles in their hands, carrying all religion: When on a certain day, ap- 
upon a pageant or thensa the images of pointed annually for this discipline, men 
their gods, dressed out in their best]®% all conditions assemble themselves to- 
clothes: These were usually followed by|“@! ds the evening, in one of the churches 
the principal youth of the place, in white|9f the city; where whips or lashes made 
linen vestments or supplices, singing of cords are provided, and distributed to 
hymns in honor of the god, whose festi-|¢very person present; and after they are 
val they were celebrating; accompanied all served, and a short office of devotion 
by crowds of all sorts, that were initiat- performed; the candles being put ou 
ed in the same religion, all with flam-|¥pon the warning of a little bell, the 
beaux or wax candles in their hands.—|Whole company begin presently to strip, 
This is the account which Apuleius, and|2d try the force of these whips on their 
other authors give us of a Pagan proces-|/OW® backs, for the space of near an hour: 
sion; and may I appeal to all, who have during all which time, the church be- 
been abroad, whether it might not pass|Comes, as it were, the proper image of 
quite as well for the description of a hell: where nothing 1s heard but the 
Popish one. Monsieur Tournefiort, in| of lashes and chains, mixed with 
his travels through Greece, reflects upon|the groans of these self-tormentors; till 


eo Vv ™" > 


a 
* 


the Greek church, for having retained|satiated with their exercise, they are 
and taken into their present worship|content to put on their clothes, and the 
many of the old rites of heathenism, and candles being lighted again, upon the 
particularly that of carrying and danc-|tinkling of a second bell, they all appear 
ing about the images of the saints inj!2 their proper dress. 

their processions to singing and music[e]: Seneca, alluding to the very same ef- 
The reflection is full as applicable to his fects of fanaticism in Pagan Rome, says, 





[b] Omnibus vicis Statue, ad eas Thus & 


Cerei. Cic. Off. 3. 26. 
(c) De Spectac. c. 8. 
(d) Plutar. in Numa. 


(e) Tournefort, Lit. 3. 44. 
$2 


“So great is the force of it on disordered 
minds, that they try to appease the gods 





(f) Cui non abludunt si (sacra cum profanis 
conferre fas est) picte tabule Sanctorum Im- 
aginibus exornate, que, &c. Inscript. Antiq. 

lor. p. 377. 
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by such methods, as an enraged man 
would hardly take to revenge himself. 
But, if there be any gods, who desire to 
be worshipped after this manner, they 
do not deserve to be worshipped at all: 
since the very worst of tyrants, though 
they have sometimes torn and tortured 
people’s limbs, yet have never command- 
ed men to torture themselves,” [ ¢] But 
there is no occasion to imagine, that al! 
the blood, which seems to flow on these 
occasions, really comes from the backs of 
these bigots: For it is probable, that like 
their frantic predecessors, they may use 
some craft, as well as zeal, in this their 
fury; and I cannot but think, that there 
was a great deal of justice in that edict 
of their Emperor Commodus, with re- 
gard to these Bellonarii, or whippers of 
antiquity, though it is usually imputed 
to his cruelty, when he commanded, 
that they should not be suffered to im- 
pose upon the spectators, but be obliged 
to cut and slash themselves in good earn- 
est. [h] 

If I had leisure to examine the pre- 
tended miracles, and pious frauds of the 
Romish church, I should be able to trace 
them all from the same source of Pagan- 
ism, and find, that the Priests of new 
Rome are not degenerted from their pre- 


decessors, in the art of forging these’ 


holy impostures; which, as Livy ob- 
serves of old Rome, [t] were always 
multiplied in proportion to the credulity 
and disposition of the poor people to 
swallow them. 

In the early times of the republic, in 


the war with the Latins, the gods Cas- 


tor and Pollux are said to have appeared 
on white horses in the Roman army, 
which by their assistance gained a com- 


plete victory: In memory of which, the 


General Posthumius vowed and built a 


temple publicly to those deities; and for 
a proof of the fact, there was shewn, we 
find, in Cicero’s time, the mark of the 
horses hoofs on a rock at Regillum, where 


they first appeared.[7] 


Now this miracle, with many others, 





{g] Seneca Fragm. apud Lipsii Elect. 1. 2. 
18. 


[hk] Bellonez servientes vere exsecare bra- 
Lamprid. 


chium precepit, studio crudelitatis. 
in Commodo, 9. 


[t] Que quo magis credebant simplices & 
religiosi homines, eo plura nunciabantur. ‘Liv. 


1]. 24. 10. 


si Cic. de Nat. Deor. 1. 3. 5. ib. 2. 2. vid. 
de Diy. 1. 34. 
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that I could’mention of the same kind,[ k] 

has, I dare say, as authentic an attesta- 

tion, as any which the Papists can pro- 

duce; the decree of a senate to confirm 

it; a temple erected in consequence of it; 

visible marks of the fact on the spot 

where it was transacted; and all this sup- 

ported by the concurrent testimony of 
the best authors of antiquity; amongst 

whom Dionysius of Halicarnassus says 

(/], that there were subsisting in his time 

at Rome many evident proofs of its re- 

ality, besides a yearly festival, with a 

solemn sacrifice and procession in me- 
mory of it: yet, for all this, these stories 

were but the jest of men of sense, even 
in the times of heathenism;[m] and seem 

so extravagant to us now, that we won- 
der, how there could ever be any so sim- 
ple as to believe them. 

What better opinion then can we 

have, of all those of the same stamp in 
the Popish legends, which they have 

plainly built on this foundation, and co- 
pied from this very original? Nor con- 

tent with barely copying, they seldom 
fail to improve the old story, with some 
additional forgery and invention of their 
own. ‘Thus in the present case, instead 
of two persons on white horses, they 
take care to introduce three; and not 
only on white horses, but at the head of 
white armies; as in an old history of the 
holy wars, written by a pretended eye- 
witness, and published by Mabillon, it is 
solemnly affirmed of St. George, Deme- 
trius, and Theodorus.[n] They shew 
us too in several parts of Italy, the marks 
of hands and feet on rocks and stones, 
said to have been effected miraculously 
by the apparition of some saint or angel 
on the spot: just as the impression of 
Hercules’s feet was shewn of old on a 
stone in Scythia,[o] exactly resembling 
the footsteps of aman. And they have 
also many churches and public monu- 
ments[p] erected, in testimony of such 





(k) Cic. Nat. D. 2.2. Plutar. in vita P. 

7 Val. Max. c. 8. 1. L. Flor. 1. 1. 11. 1. 
9 

(1) Dion. Halic. 1. 6. p. 337. Edit. Hud- 
son. 

(m) Aut si hoe fieri potuisse dicis, doceas 
oportet quomodo, nec fabellas aniles preferas. 
Cie. ibid. 3. 5. 

(n) Vid. Bell. Sac. Hist. in Mabill. Iter. 
Ital. T. 1. Par. 2. p. 1h8, 155. 

(0) Herodot. 1. 4. p. 4. 251. Edit. Lond. 

(p) There is an altar of marble in St. Pe- 
ter’s, one ofthe greatest pieces of modern 
sculpture, representing in figures as large as 
the life, the story of Attila king of the Hunns, 
who in full march towards Rome with a victo- 
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miracles, viz: Of saints and angels fight- 
ing visibly for them in their battles; 
which though always as ridiculous as 
that above-mentioned, are not yet sup- 
ported by half'so good evidence of their 
reality.[ ¢] | 

“The religion of Ceres of Enna was 
celebrated, as Cicero informs us, with a 
wonderful devotion, both in public and 
private, through all Sicily: for her pre— 
sence and divinity had been frequently 
manifested to them by numerous pro- 
digies, and many people had received 
immediate help from her in their utmost 
distress. Her image therefore in that 
temple was held in such veneration, that 
whenever men beheld it, they fancied 
themselves beholding either Ceres her- 
self, or the figure of her at least not made 
by human hands, but dropt down to 
them from heaven.” Now, if in the 
place of Ceres of Enna, we should insert 
into this relation, our Lady of Loretto, 
or of Impruneta, or any other miraculous 
image in Italy; the very same account 
would suit as exactly with the history of 
the modern saint, as it is told by the pre- 
sent Romans, as it formerly did with 
that of Ceres, as it is transmitted to us 
by the ancients. And what else indeed 
are all their miraculus images, which we 
see in every great town, said to be made 
by angels, and sent to them from hea- 
ven,{r] but mere copies of the ancient 
fables of the Asowsris Ayxrue, or image 
of Diana dropt from the clouds;[s] or the 
Palladium of ‘Troy, which, according 
to old authors,[¢] was a wooden sta- 
tue three cubits long, which fell from 
heaven. 

In one of their churches here, they 
shew a picture of the Virgin, which, as 
their writers affirm,[u] was brought down 
from heaven with great pomp, and after 
having hung a while with surprizing lus- 
tre in the air, in the sight of all the cler- 
gy and people of Rome, was delivered 
by angels into the hands of Pope John 





rious army, in order to pillage it, was frighted 
and driven back by the apparition of an angel, 
in time of Pope Leo the first. 

The castle and church of St. Angelo have 
their title from the apparition of an angel over 
the place, in the time of Gregory the Great. 
Rom. Moder. Giorn. 1. Rion. di Borgo 1. 

(q) Boldonii Epigraph. 1. 2. p. 349. 

(r) Aring Rom. Subter. 1. 5. c. 5. Mont- 
fauc. Diar. ibid. 137. 

[s] Act. Apost. c. xix. 35. 

(t) Vid. Pitisei Lexic. Antiquitat. 

(u) Vid. Rom. Modern. Giorn. 2 Rion di 
Ripa, c. 43. 


the First, who marched out in solemn 
procession, in order to receive this celes- 
tial present. And is not this exactly of 
a piece with the old Pagan story of King 
Numa, when in this same city, he issued 
from his palace, with priests and people 
after him, and with public prayer and 
sulemn devotion received the ancile, or 
heavenly shield, which in the presence 
of all the people of Rome, was sent down 
to him with much the same formality 
from the clouds?{v] And as that wise 
prince for the security of his heavenly 
present, ordered several others to be 
made so exactly like it, that the original 
could not be distinguished; so the Rom- 
ish Priests have thence taken the hint, 
to form after each celestial pattern, a 
number of copies, so perfectly resembling 
each other, as to occasion endless squab- 
bles among themselves about their seve- 
ral.pretensions to the divine original. 

The rod of Moses, with which he per- 
formed his miracles, is-still preserved, as 
they pretend, and shewn here with great 
devotion, in one of the principal churches: 
and just so the rod of Romulus, with 
which he performed his auguries, was 
preserved by the Priests as a sacred re- 
lique in old Rome, and kept with great 
reverence from being ‘touched or hand- 
led by the people:[ee] which rod too, like 
most of the Popish relics, had the testi- 
mony of a miracle in proof of its sanctity; 
for when the temple, where it was kept, 
was burnt to the ground, it was found 
entire under the ashes, and untouched 
by the flames:[2] which same miracle 
has been borrowed and exactly copied 
by the present Romans, in many instan- 
ces; particularly, ina miraculous image 
of our Saviour in St. John Lateran; over 
which the flames, it seems, had no pow- 
er, though the church itself has been 
twice destroyed by fire. 

Nothing is more common among the 
miracles of Popery, than. to hear of 
images, that on certain occasions had 
spoken; or shed tears; or sweat; or bled: 
And do not we find the very saghe sto— 
ries in all the heathen writers? Of which 
I could bring numberless examples from 
old as well as new Rome, from Pagan as 
well as Popish legends. Rome, as the 
describer of it says, abounds with these 
treasures, or speaking images: But he 
laments the negligence of their ancestors, 









(v) Ov. Fast. 1. 3. 
(w) Plutar. in Camil. 145. D. 





(rz) Valer. Max. c. 8.10. It. Cic. de Divin. 
1. 17. Plut. in Rom. 
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in not recording, so particularly as they 
ought, the very words and other circum- 
stances of such conversations. ‘They 
shew us here an image of the Virgin, 
which reprimanded Gregory the Great, 
for passing by her too carelessly: And, 
in gt. Paul’s church, a crucifix, which 
spoke to St. Bridgid.[y] Durantus men- 
tions another Madonna, which spoke to 
the sexton, in commendation of the piety 
of one of her votaries.[z] And did not 
the image of Fortune do the same, or 
more in old Rome? Which, as authors 
say, spoke twice in praise of those ma- 
trons, who had dedicated a temple to 
her.[a] 
hey have a church here dedicated to 
St. Mary the Weeper, or toa Madonna 
famous for shedding tears:[b] ‘They shew 
an image too of our Saviour, which for 
some time before the sacking of Rome 
wept so heartily, that the good fathers 
of the monastery were all employed in 
wiping its face with cotton, And was 
not the case just the same among their 
ancestors, when on the approach of some 
— calamity, the statue of Apollo, as 
ivy tells us, wept for three days and 
nights successively?(c) ‘They have ano- 
ther church built in honor of an image, 
which bled very plentifully, from a blow 
given to it by a blasphemer. And were 
not the old idols too as full of blood, when 
as Livy relates, all the images in the 
temple of Juno were seen to sweat with 
drops of it? [d] 

All which prodigies, as well modern as 
ancient, are derived from the same source, 
viz: The contrivance of priests or gover- 
nors, in order to draw some gain or ad- 
vantage out of the poor people, whom 
they thus impose upon. 

enophon, though himself much ad- 





(y) Ad sanctum Paulum, ubi vidimus lig- 
neam Crucifixi Imaginem, quem sancta Brizida 
sibi loquentem audiisse perhibetur. Mabill. 
D. Italic. p. 133. 

(2) Imaginem Sanctx Marie custodem Ec- 
clesiz allocutam & Alexii singularem pietatem 
commendasse. Rurant. de Rit. 1. 1. ¢. 5. 

(a) Fortune item muliebris simulacrum, 
sim , quod est in via Latina, non seme}, 
sed bis locutum constitit, hispene verbis, bene 
me matron vidistis, riteque dedicastis. Va- 
ler. Max. 1. 8. 

(6) S. Mariadel Pianto. Rom. Mod. Gior. 
3. Rion. della Regosa 5. 

[e] Apollo triduum & tres noctes lacryma- 
vit. Liv. 1. 43. 13. 

{d) Signa ad Junonis sospite sudore mana- 
vere. Liv. 23. 31. 
aoe Lucum Feroniw sanguine sudarunt. Ib. 





Avevst, 


dicted to superstition, speaking of the 
prodigies, which preceded the battle of 
Leuctra, and portended victory to the 
Thebans, tells us, that some people look- 
ed upon them all as forged and contriv- 
ed by the mugistrates,[e] the better to 
animate and encourage the multitude: 
and as thé originals themselves were but 
impostures, it is no wonder, that the 
copies of them appear such gross and 
hungling forgeries. 

I have observed a story in Herodo- 
tus,[ f] not unlike the account, which,is 
given of the famed travels of the house 
of Loretto; of certain sacred mystical 
things, that travelled about from coun- 
try to country, and after many removals 
and journeys, settled at last, for good 
and all, in Delus. But this imposture 
of the holy house might be suggested ra- 
ther, as Mr. Addison has observed, [g] 
by the extraordinary veneration paid in 
old Rome to the cottage of its founder 
Romulus: which was held sacred by the 
people, and repaired with great care 
from time to time, with the same kind of 
materials, so as to be kept up in the same 
form, in which it was originally built.[h] 
It was turned also, I find, like this other 
cottage of our Lady, into a temple, and 
had divine service performed in it, till it 
happened to be burnt down by the fire 
of a sacrifice in the time of Augustus: [2] 
But what makes the similitude still more 
remarkable is, that this pretended cottage 
of Romulus was shewn on the Capitoline 
Hill;[.7] whereas it is certain, that Romu- 
lus himself lived on Mount Palatin:[k } 
so that if it had been the house of Romu- 
lus, it must needs, like the holy house of 
Loretto, have taken a leap in the air, 
and suflered a miraculous translation, 
though not from so great a distance, yet 
from one hill at least to the other. 

But if we follow their own writers, it 
is not the holy house of Loretto, but the 
homely cradle of our Saviour, that we 
should compare rather with the little 
house of Romulus: which cradle is now 





(e) Xenoph. Ellen. 1. 6. 

[f] Herodot. 1. 4. p. 235. Edit. Lond. 

(g) Addison’s Travels from Pesaro to 
Rome. 

[hk] Dion. Halicar. 1}. 1. 

(t) Dio. 1. 48. p. 437. 

[j] Per Romuli casam, perque veteris Ca- 
eg humilia tecta juro. Val. Max. l. 4. c. 

(k] Plutarch. in Rom. p. 30. Dion. Hal. 1. 
2. p. 110. Ed. Huds. 
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shewn in St. Mary the Great, and on 
Christmas-day exposed on the high altar 
to the adoration of the people; being 
held in the same veneration by present 
Rome, as the humble cottage of its foun- 
der had been by its old inhabitants. 
Rome, says Baronius,{/] “Is now in 


all their historians affirm, [g] were cho- 
sen for several ages successively by 

special designation of the Holy Ghost, 
who, in a full assembly of the clergy and 
people, used to descend visibly on the 
person elect, in the shape of a dove. If 
the fact of such a descent be true, it will 


possession of that noble monument ofjeasily be accounted four by a passage in 


Christ’s nativity, made only of wood, 
without any ornament of silver or gold, 
and is made more happily illustrious by 


Aulus Gellius, (whence the hint was pro- 
bably taken) who tells us of Archytas 
the philosopher and mathematician, that 


it, than it was of old by the cottage of|he formed a pigeon of wood so artifi- 


Romulus; which, though built only with 
mud and straw, our ancestors preserved 
with great care for many ages.” 

The melting of St. Januarius’s blood 
at Naples, whenever it is brought to his 
head, which is done with great solemni- 
tv on the day of his festival,{[m] whilst at 
all other times it continues dried and 
congealed in a glass phial, is one of the 


cially, as‘to make it fly by the power of 
mechanism, just as he directed it.[r] 
And we find from Strada, that many 
tricks of this kind were actually contriv- 
ed for the diversion of Charles the Fifth 
in his monastery, by one Turrianus, who 
made little birds fly out of the room, and 
back again, by his great skill in machine- 
ry.[s] 


standing and most authentic miracles of| It would be endless to run through all 


Italy. Yet, Mr. Addison, who twice saw 


the Popish miracles, which are evidently 


it performed, assures us, that instead of|forged, or copied from the originals of 


appearing to be a real miracle, he 


Paganism; since there is scarce a pro- 


thought it one of the most bungling/digy in the old historians, or a fable in 


tricks, that he had ever seen.[n] 


the old poets, but what is transcribed 


Mabillon’s account of the fact seems|jinto their legends, and swallowed by 


to solve it very naturally, without the 
help of a miracle:[o] for during the time 
that a Mass or two are celebrated in the 


their silly bigots, as certain and undoubt- 
ed facts. 
The story of Arion the musician, rid- 


church, the other Priests are tampering|ing triumphant with his harp on the 


with this phial of blood, which is sus- 
pended all the while in such a situation, 
that as soon as any part of it begins to 
melt by the heat of their hands, or other 
management, it drops of course into the 
lower side of the glass which is empty; 


back of a dolphin, that took him up 
when thrown overboard at sea, is, one 
would think, too grossly fabulous, to be 
applied to any purpose of Christian su- 
perstition: Yet our present Romans so 
far surpass the old in fable and impos- 


upon the first discovery of which, the|ture, that out of this single story they 
miracle is proclaimed aloud, to the great/have coined many of the same stamp, 


joy and edification of the people. 


viz: of dolphins taking up and bringing 


But by what way soever it be effect-|ashore with great pomp several of their 
ed, it is plainly nothing else, but the co—|saints, both dead and alive, who had 
py of an old cheat of the same kind,|been thrown into the sea by infidels, ei- 


transacted near the same place, which 


ther to drown, or to deprive them of 


Horace makes himself merry with in his|burial.[¢] 

journey to Brundusium; telliig us, how| ‘The fable of the harpies, those furies 
the Priests would have imposed upon|or winged monsters, who were so trou- 
him and his friends, at a town called|blesome to A®neas and his companions, 
Gnatia; by persuading them, that the|[w] seems to be copied in the very first 
frankincense in the temple used to dis-|church within the walls of Rome, close to 
solve and melt miraculously of itself,|the gate of the peopre: as it is called, by 


without the help of fire.[p] 


In the Cathedral church of Ravenna, 


which we enter it from the north: where 





{saw in Mosaic work the pictures of}, we gg Raven, &c. Aring. Rom. Subt. I. 
these Archbishops of the place, who, as|”" (+) A Gell. Noct. Att. 1. 10. 12. 





(s) Vid. Gronovii Not. in Gell. Ibid. 


[?] Vid. Baron. An. 1. Christi 5. It. Aring.} (t) Quos Judex submersos in mare necavit; 
Rom. Subt. 1. 6. 1. 


(m) Aringh. Rom. Subt. 1. 1. 16. 
(n) Addison’s Trav at Naples. 
(0) Mabill. Iter. Ital. p. 106. 

(p) Hor. Sat. 1. 5. v. 98. 


sed Delphinorem obsequio Corpora eorum ad 
littus delata sunt: Sed de Obsequio Delphino- 
rum m ibus impenso plura infra suo loco. 
Aringh. Rom. Subterr. |. 1. e. 9, 10. 

{wv} Virg. Zn. 3. 211. 
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there is an altar with a public inscription, 
signifying, that it was built by Pope 
Paschal the Second, by divine inspira- 


Avevwst, 


the increase of its inhabitants, than the 
protection of criminals) was found in the 
end to give too great encouragement to 





tion, in order to drive away a nest of|mischiefand licentiousness; they inclos- 


huge demons or monsters, who used 
to perch upon a tree in that very place, 
and terribly insult all who entered the 
city. 

The Popish writers themselves are 
forced to allow, that many both of their 
reliques and their miracles have been 
forged by the craft of Priests, for the 
sake of money and lucre. Durantus, a 
zealous defender of all their ceremonies, 
gives several instances of the former; 
particularly of the bones of a common 
thief, which had for some time been ho- 
nored with an altar, and worshipped un- 
der the title of a saint.[v] And for the 
latter; Lyra, in his comment on Bel and 
the Dragon, observes, that sometimes 
also in the church, very great cheats are 
put upon the people, by false miracles, 
contrived, or countenanced at least, by 
their Priests for some gain and temporal 
advantage.(w) And what their own au- 
thors confess of some of their miracles, 


ed it round in such a manner, as to hin- 
der all access to it:(y) Whereas the 
present Popish sanctuaries stand perpe- 
tually open, not to receive strangers, but 
to shelter villains; so that it may literally 
be said of these, what our Saviour said 
of the Jewish temple, that they have 
turned the house of prayer into a den of 
thieves.(z) 

In the early ages of Christianity there 
were many limitations put upon the use 
of this privilege by emperors and coun- 
cils; and the greater crimes of murder, 
adultery, theft, &c. were especially ex- 
cepted from the benefit of it:(@) But now 
they scruple not to receive to sanctuary, 
even the most detestable crimes; and it 
is owing without doubt to this policy of 
holy church, that murders are so com- 
mon with them in Italy on slight provo- 
cations; whilst there is a church always 
at hand and always open, to secure of- 
fenders from lega! punishment; several 


we may venture, without any breach ofjof whom have been shewn to me in dif- 


charity, to believe of them all; nay, we 
cannot indeed believe any thing else 


ferent places, walking about at their ease 
and in full security within the bounds of 


without impiety; and without supposing|their sanctuary. 


God to concur in an extraordinary man- 
ner, to the establishment of fraud, error, 
and superstition in the world. 

The refuge or protection given to all, 
who fly to the church for shelter, is a 
privilege directly transferred from the 
heathen temples to the Popish churches; 
and has been practised in Rome, from 
the time of its founder Romulus; who in 
imitation of the cities of Greece, opened 
an asylum or sanctuary to fugitives of 
all nations.(z) 

But we may observe the great mode- 
ration of Pagan, above that of Popish 
Rome, in regard to this custom; for I do 
not remember that there was ever more 
than one asylum in the times of the re- 
public; whereas there are now some hun- 
dreds in the same city; and when that 
single one (which was opened rather for 


‘[v] S. Martinus Altare, quod in honorem 
Martyric exstructum fuerat, cum ossa & reli- 
quias cujusdam latronis esse deprehendisset, 
submoveri jussit. Durant. de Ritib. 1. 1.c. 25. 

[w] Aliquando fit in Ecclesia maxima decep- 
tio populi in miraculis fictis a sacerdotibus, vel 
eis adhereatibus propter lucrum temporale, 
&e. Vid. Nic. Lyr. in Dan. c. 14. 

(z) Romulus, ut saxo lucum circumdedit alto 

Quilibet huc, inquit, confuge tutus eris. 
Oy. Fast. 3. 


In their very priesthood they have 
contrived, one would think, to keep up 
as near a resemblance, as they could, to 
that of Pagan Rome: and the sovereign 
Pontiff, instead of deriving his succession 
from St: Peter, (who, if ever he was at 
Rome, did not reside there at least in 
any worldly pomp or splendor) may with 
more reason, and a much better plea, 
style himself the successor of the (6) Pan 
tilex Maximus, or chief priest of old 
Rome; whose authority and dignity was 
the greatest in the republic; and who 
was looked upon as the arbiter or judge 
of all things, civil as well as sacred, hu- 
man as well as divine: whose power, 
established almost with the foundation of 
the city, “was an omen (says Polydore 
Virgil) and sure presage of that priestly 
majesty, by which Rome was onee a- 
gain to reign as universally, as it had 





(y) Dio. 1. 47. p. 385. 

[z] Matt. xxi. 13. 

[a} Neque Homicidis, neque Adulteris, ne- 
que virginum raptoribus, &c. terminorum cus- 
todies; cautelam sed etiam inde extrahes, & 
supplicium eis inferes. Justin. Novel. 17. 


c. 7. 

(b) Cic. proDom. 1. Fest. 1. 11. in voce 
Max. Id. in Ordo Sacerdotem. Vell. Pater. 
l, 2. 128. 
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done before by the force of its arms.” 


c 

But of all the sovereign pontifls of Pa- 
gan Rome, it is very remarkable that 
Caligula was the first, who ever offered 
his foot to be kissed by any, who ap- 
proached him: which raised a genera! 


indignation through the city, to see}, 


themselves reduced to sufler so great an 
indignity. Those, who endeavored to 
excuse it, said, that it was not done out 
of insolence, but vanity; and for the sake 
of shewing his golden slipper, set with 
jewels. Seneca, declaims upon it, in his 
usual manner, as the last aflront to li- 
berty; and the introduction of a Persian 
slavery into the manners of Rome.(d) 
Yet, this servile act, unworthy either to 
be imposed or complied with by man, is 
now the standing ceremonial of Christian 
Rome, and a necessary condition of ac- 
cess to the reigning Popes; though de- 
rived from no better origin, than the 
frantic pride of a brutal Pagan tyrant. 
The great variety of their religious 
orders and societies of priests seems to 
have been formed upon the plan of the 
old colleges or fraternities of the Augurs, 
Pontifices, Salli, Fratres Arvales, &c. 
The vestal Virgins might furnish the 
hint for the foundation of nunneries: and 
I have observed something very like to 
the rules and austerities of the monastic 
life, in the character and manner of se- 
veral priests of the heathens, who used 
to live by themselves, retired from the 
world, near to the temple or oracle of 
the deity, to whose particular service 
they were devoted; as the Selli, the 





[c] Certum portentum quo est significatum, 
Urbem Romam postremo perinde Pontificia 
Majestate, qua nunc late patet, gentibus mode- 
raturam, atque olim potentia imperasset. Pol. 
Vir. In. rer. 1. 4. 14. 

(d) Absoluto & gratias agenti porrexit oscu- 
landum sinistrum pedem—qui excusant, negant 
id insoleutie causa factum; aiunt Socculum au- 
ratum, imo aureum, margaritis distinctum os- 
tendere eum voluisse—natus in hoc, ut mores 
civitatis Persica servitute mutaret, &c. Senec. 
de Benef. 1. 2. 12. 

(e) From the character of these Selli, or as 
others call them Elli, the Monks of the Pagan 
world; seated in the fruitful soil of Dodona; 
abounding, as Hesiod describes it, with every 
thing, that could make life easy and happy; 
and whither no man ever approached them 
without an offering in his hands, we may learn, 
whence their successors of modern times have 
derived that peculiar skill or prescriptive 


Priest of Dodonzan Jove, a self-mortify- 
ing race.(e) 
{]. 17, 234. 


Whose groves the Selli, race austere, 
surround; 

Their feet unwash’d, their slumbers on 
the ground. Mr. Pope. 


But above all, in the old descriptions 

of the lazy mendicant Priests among the 

heathens, who used to travel (f) from 

house to house, with sacks on the backs; 

and, from an opinion of their sanctity, 

raise large contributions of money, bread, 

wine, and all kinds of victuals, for the 

support of their faternity, we see the 

very picture of the begging friars; who 

are always about the street in the same 
habit, and on the same errand, and ne- 
ver fail to carry home with them a good 
sack full of provisions for the use of their 
convent. 

Cicero, in his book of laws, restrains 
this practice of begging, or gathering 
alms, to one particular order of Priests, 
and that only on certain days; because, 
as he says,[g] it propagates superstition, 

and impoverishes families. Which, by 
the way, may let us see the policy of 
the church of Rome, in the great care, 
that they have taken to multiply their 
begging orders. 

I could easily carry on this parallel, 
through many more instances of the 
Pagan and Popish ceremonies, if I had 
not already said enough, to shew from 
what spring all that superstition flows, 
which we so justly charge them with, 
and how vain an attempt it must be, to 
justify by the principles of Christianity, 
a worship formed upon the plan, and af- 
ter the very pattern of pure heathenism. 
I shall not trouble myself with inquiring 
at what time, and in what manner these 
several corruptions were introduced into 
the church: whether they were contriv— 
ed by the intrigues and avarice of Priests, 
who found their advantage in reviving 
and propagating impostures, which had 
been of old so profitable to their prede- 
cessors: or whether the genius of Rome 





(f3 Stipes ereas immo vero & argenteas 
multis certatim offerentibus sinu recipere patu- 
lo; nec non & vinicadum & lactis & caseos 
avidis animis corradentis & in sacculos huic 
questui de industria preparatos farcientes, &c. 


right, of chusing the richest part of oven coun-|“Puleius Metam. 1. 5. p. 262. 


try for the place of their settlement. Vid. So- 


phoc. Trachin. p. 340. y. 1175. Edit. Turneb. 
& Schol. Triclin. 


(g) Stipem sustulimus, nsi eam quam ad 

ma dies propriam Idee# matris excepimus: 

mplet enim superstitione animos, exhaurit do- 
mos. Cic. de Legib. l. 2. 9, 16. . 
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was so strongly turned to fanaticism and 
superstition, that they were forced, in 
condescension to the humor of the peo- 
ple, to dress up their new religion to the 
modes and fopperies of the old. This, I 
know, is the principle, by which their 
own writers defend themselves, as oft as 
they are attacked on this head. 

Aringhus, in his account of subterra- 
neous Rome, acknowledges this confor- 
mity between the Pagan and Popish 
rites, and defends the admission of the 
ceremonies of heathenism into the ser- 
vice of the church, by the authority of 
their wisest Popes and Governors, fh ] 
“who found it necessary, he says, in the 
conversion of the Gentiles, to dissemble 
and wink at many things, and yield to 
the times; and not to use force against 
customs, which the people are so obsti- 
nately fond of; nor to think of extirpat- 
ing at once every thing, that had the 
appearance of profane; but to supersede 
in some measure the obligation of the 
sacred laws; till these converts, con-— 
vinced by degrees, and informed of the 
whole truth, by the suggestions of the 
Holy Spirit, should be content to submit 
in earnest to the yoke of Christ.” 

It is by the same principles, that the 
Jesuits defend the concessions, which 





(h) Ac maximi subinde Pontifices quam- 
plurima prima quidem facie dissimulanda dux- 
ere, optimum videlicit rati tempori deferen- 
dum esse; suadebant quippe sibi, haud ullam 
adversus ors ritus vim, utpote qui mordi- 
cus a fidelibus retinebantur, adhibendam esse; 
neque ullatenus enitendum, ut quicquid profa- 
nos saperet mores, omnino tolleretur, quinimo 
quam maxima utendum lenitate, sacrarumque 
legum ex parte intermittendum imperium ar- 
bitrabantur, &c. Vid. Aring. Rom. Subter. 
Tom. 1.1.1. c. 21. 


Leiter from Rome. 





Aveusr, 


they make at this day to their proselytes 
in China; who, where pure Christianity 
will not go down, never scruple to com- 
pound the matter between Jesus and 
Confucius; and prudently allow, what 
the stiff old prophets so impoliticly con- 
demned, a partnership between God and 


|\Baal: of which though they have often 


been accused at the court of Rome, yet 
I have never heard, that their conduct 
has been censured. But this kind of 
reasoning, how plausible soever it may 
be, with regard to the first ages of 
Christianity, or to nations just converted 
from Paganism, is so far from excusing 
the present Gentilism of the church of 
Rome, that itis a direct condemnation 
of it; since the necessity alleged for the 
practice, if ever it had any real force, 
has not, at least for many ages past, at 
all subsisted: and their toleration of such 
practices, however useful at first for re- 
conciling heathens to Christianity, seems 
now to be the readiest way to drive 
Christians back again to heathenism. 


But it is high time for me to conclude, 
being persuaded, if I do not flatter my- 
self too much, that I have sufficiently 
made good, what I[ first undertook to 
prove; an exact conformity, or uniformi- 
ty rather of worship, between Popery 
and Paganism: For since, as I have 
shewn above, we see the present people 
of Rome worshipping in the same tem- 
ples; at the same altars; sometimes the 
same images; and always with the same 
ceremonies, as the old Romans; they 
must have more charity, as well as skill 
in distinguishing, than I pretend to have, 
who can absolve them from the same 
superstition and idolatry, of which we 
condemn their Pagan ancestors. 


